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IN| NEW-ANGLAND 
FOR CHYFRCH-COVYENANT. 


OR, 


| A Diſcourſe touching the Covenant 


between God and men, and eſpecially con- 
cerning Church - Covenant, that is ro ſay, The 


Covenant which aCompany doe enter into when 


they become a Church ; and which a parti- 
cular perſon enters into when he be- 


comes a member of a Charch. 


} 
I Sent oyer in Anſwer to Maſter BzerNaKkd, 
in the Yeare 1 6 3 9. 


And now publiſhed for the ſatisfaRtion 


of all who deſire refolution in this point. 
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. DISCOVRSE 


TOVCHING T H-E 


(covenant between God and een, 
and eſpecially concerning (burch- 


: Covenant , that is to ſay, the Cove- 
»art which a Company do cnrer into 
when they become a Church, and 
Which a partscular perſon enters 
snto when he becomes a menn- 


ber of a Charch, 1639. 


_—— 


) n R. 50. 5. 
ſiCome let us joyne our [elves to the Lord, in a perpetuall 
Covenant that ſball not be forgotten. TN 


Þ Lthough chat which is foretold in theſe two Chap- 

. ters, and namely in the tourth and fitth verſes of 

this Chapter, was in part fulfilled whenthe people 

of God returned from Captivatic in Baby/os at the 

end of ſevenrie yeares : yet we mult not limit the 

| | place to that time onely,but may cxtcnd it further 

tothe daycsof the Goſpel,and the ſpirituall return,not of the Jews 

onely, but of the Gentiles alſo, when men ſhall be converted trom 

Pagan, Antichriſtian, Babyloniſh, or Jewiſh bondage and caprti- 

viticy ot from ſlavery to finne, and felt-righteouſneſle.and ſhall be 
joyncd to God inthe felowſhip of his Church, in the dayes of the _ 

New Teſtament, For as ſome paſſages in this Scripture were ne- 

ver fully accompliſhed at the returne trom the capuvitic of the (e- 

ventie yeares, and namely this, that the children of /-ae! ant} F#- 

dab ſhould returne both rogether : ( for the ten tribes returned nor 
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Church - Covenant. 


p ar all: ) ſo ownythings ngs that fiecrally 0x 
God in theſe latrer 


place ſcemesnor pnely to be-mearit of che private or perſonall con- 
ycrſion of this or that particular Chriſtzan,bur alfo further, of the 
open and joyntcalling of acompany, becauſe 115 ſaid, they ſhall 
come,the children at {ſr«-{ andthe childien of dab rogether,and 
that their ſaying ſhall nor be, Ler wie goyne, 5c, bur in the Plurall 
thumber, L-r us joyne our [elves wnto the Lord, fo noting the Joyning 
of a company together in holy Covenant with God. 


Concerning which Covenant with God.1t will not be amiſle for 


- the better underſtanding of that which tollowes ; firſt, briefly to 
ſhew how diverſly Covenant 'is taken 1n the Scripture, which 
ſomerimes in:ports generally any firme appointment orpronuſc 
of God, when man doth not promuſc u'to Godapy thing backe 
againe : Thus che preſerving ot Noah in the Arke, and of the 
world trom being drowned any more by a flaut ; the -interchan- 
'peable ſucceſſion of day and nizhrt ; the giving of the Pricfthood 

- umto Phin-as , the ſerting torch of the Shew-bread every Sabbath 
betore the Lord, and the giving of the heave-offermg uno rhe 
Prieſts, are {4 to be done by a Covenant , or an everlaſting Co- 
venant of God, Gen, 6.18 & 9. 9,10.11- Jer. 33. 20, Num.2 5. 


I2,13 Levit. 24. 8. Num. Ig. 19. Bur ſomerunes Covenant is 


' taken more [triAly and properly , for an agreement which God 
- doth ma{ce with nen, when he pronuſeth (ume bleiding unco men, 


and bin.ics them to pertorme- ſome ducie backe yo_ tohim., 


Taken ihns it hath ewo partes : firſt, a promiſe or ſtipulation of 


ſome bieſling on Gods part : {ccondly, Reſtipulation or promile, 
or bindi1s 0: man unto duric back againe on hs part : both rheſc 
'are in thoſe words of the Covenant, / mi be t2 thee 4 God, rho 
halt be to me a people ; andio Gen, 19,1, v, 9,8.9,10, Tc Co- 

yenant 
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' Charch - Covenant. 3 


venanctaken thus.is. cx the Conenanc of wotkes ore kea, orche Cover: 
nan of grace * AGIegainern | 

as it is | IEA Shot God _— —_ 
ticular ſoule, mp eenact with God, and God with hims ©. 
ther at his fit} conyerſgon, or at.othet times; of which we reade: 
2 Sam, 23.5, 3 ÞP(4l. 119, 106, & 66.13,14-E 273-& 6 rom 


T; ,8 Secondly. is generall and publick of a company; } 

gethers:of which this Text Jer. 50. 5. (cemes moſt —_— to 

ſpeak ;) as ers: A Coen 29, gem '_ 
IS; avenant thus generally when it re» 4 

als, wiſecmadmcs mean 

edn e C [cN; COVenanty W © 

of Santar not in ſubſtance of the things pramiſed from that: 

which is between the Lord. and every particular ſoule, but cnely + | 

in foros GeheTcſpeias as felt theong is fone Cheiſuan in, yar- { 
» the other of a.cympany joynily. together. Secondly, it. by 

rg, Ord Order be obſerved, a,manought nor ro ents into Church- £ 

till he be 1n Covenant wich.God before, in reſgeR> of 


' by > periennll eſtate. Thirdly, The one is uſually done in private, 


as in a mans Cloſer berwcen, the Lord and his ſoule, and the other 
ionſome publick aſſembly. Foyrrhly, The one intheſe dayes is of” 
ſych durics as che Goſpel re of evcry Chriſtian as a Chuiltt- 
an, the other of fuch duries as the Goſpel requiresot every Church 
and the members thereof. 


Now conc Church-C av aokion two things ate to be na- 
red for the better under! png rea firſt, the deſcriptionof- 
ir : ſecondly, theuſe ps cfit and fruit thereof.. For 


« the former it may be kh Ke ctibed, viz. «A ſolemue We. rags k 
" "pr owiſe befere the Lord, whexeby a company of Chriſtians, called b 
power and wy 7 of iy to refelruſi with (rift, aud by his CER 
«eo ore e.g ace ta cleave together an the unitie Goof faith, 
« and brotherl any /ys firous to partake together in all the holy Ordi- F þ 
«© nances of Gd, doe in confidence of big gracious acceptance in (hriſt, \þ 
&« binde themſelves to the Lord, and one to _—_ to walke together by ON, 
« ebe afſiſt ance of his jew ” all ſuch wayes of holy worſhip $ bing and 4 4 
©« of edrfication one wow Opcber as { » Geſpel of (,hrift requireth of + | 
© every (Hriſtian Church, px wi euly cine ex: thereof. q 
In this deleripiens X fam ſix things : Firſ}; the-. q 
bai x of thething : £4 rd puck premiſe 1 a pto- | | 
- 


miſe - 


Þ 
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— ——_—.—__._— 


———__—__ 


em on. 


Ik miſe it is, and therefore it is called, a ym 


venant here: 


an cnering into Covenant, Dent.29 FECT 
andtheretore it is by the children -; Year! andthe children of 7»- 
dah together : and they (ay , /ct ns joywe, Secondly , The objet 
[the Lord, and one another} joyne our ſelves to the Lord, itis nota pro- 
miſe onely orneephs bur to the Lord himſelfe, and hkewiſe ro one 


another ; tags come ler « joyne, implyes mutuall conſent t 
T hints The: Aventse or the —_ | me of the perſons ;| Chri- 


ft5an7Jnot Turkes, Indians, 8c. Saints, os 50. 5- 16, 17. [ralled 
: Uowſnip with Chriſt] ſo 1 (07.1. 9. elſe if they be notuned to 

iſt by faith, they are not fir marerialls for ſuch a building as a 
Church God, which is the houſe ofthe living God, Epheſ 1.1, 
1 Cor. x. 2. Phil, 1.1, Rev.31, 27, [ By bis providence to live poges 
#herJelſe they cannot partake in the Lords Ordinances 
as Churches ought to doe, 2 Cor. 14. - x AP. 14. 27, the w 


Church comes cogether in one place | cleaving rogether in == | 
love} fo AR, 4 32. It they differ, namely, in opinion, or in their 


afteQtion, and ſhould joyne 1n this Cone, hes, = 
rents, and ſchiſmes, would be like to be the iflae of ſuchjoy 

things ſounlike would not cloſe nor long hold t ; 0p 2 42 
[Deferome to 4 cs ten all Ordonances ] thus ſhould che ound of 
cher ji venant together, P/al. 110. 3. w : and 
not 


ſelves} chat now they are bound by their owne word and promiſe, 
that they may ſay now, as Pſal. 56. 12, Thy vowes are wpon we , or 
as Naw, 30. 2. if he binde his foule with a vow. Fiftly, The mar- 
rer promiſed ; zl To walks rogetber in all wth wayes of worſhip and myu- 
twall edificarion, as the Goſpel requi h of Churches and Church-m-m- 
bers?) they binde not themſelves to obſerve any deviſes of their 
owne, nor inventions of men, bur ſuch thi ewoadat Cod 
w_—_ neither is it yore obedience rothe Law, for that were 


preſumption to promiſe;nor is it one= 
y; in 
Aw eo: to God, &edification of one another as concerne Church- 
State, which now they enter imo. Sixtly, The manner ot pertor- 


ming \ (onfidence of Gods gracious "arc. ry 
Chri iorin:lloue ways Opdmaſts pomroun \Pro.3.6. 
and much more ſuch ener ono enllos men inen- 
ering into this Coyenant 


any worth 
of 


and publick, 


nor gaine, not the hike : Fourthly,The AQ (5; chens= | 


orme, and 
po the duties of the * Golpe, bur Gecielly ſach dutics of 


© a KL &® 
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Church - Covenant, 7 "IO: | 


of their owne, or promiſe dutic in their own ſtrength, they ſhew 'N 
themſelves like to the Phariſees, L»k. 18. 10, 11, and turne the 
Church-Covenant into a Coyenant of workes: and as many as ate 
ofthe workcs of the Law, are under the curſe, Ga/. 3. 10, 

- The uſe and benefit of this Church- Covenant, and the fruit 
thereof, may be ſcene in two particulars; firſt, That this is that 
whereby a company of Chriſtians doe become a Church : Ir is the 

- Conftituting forme of a Church, Secondly, This is that by raking 
hold whereof a particular perſon becomes a member of a Church, 
which was conſtituted afore. For the former of theſe ; every Chri- 
ſtian Church muſt have init both matter and forme, and as the 
matter by Gods appointment are viſible Saints, or viſible belee- 
vers, Ephe/.1.1, yy 7. 2. and inthe New Teſtament, onely ſo 
many as may mcetet in one Congregation : Sothe forme 
is a uniting, or combimng, or knitting of thoſe Saints together in- 

to one viſible body, by the band of this holy Covenant. Some uni- 
on or band there muſt be amongſt them, whereby they come to 
| ſtandinanew relation to God, and one towards another, other 
then they were in before : or els they are not yera Church,though 
they be fic matcrialls for a Church ; even as ſoule'and body are not 

a man; unleſſe they be united 3 nor ſtones and timber an houſe, 

till they be compaQted and conjoyned. 

Now that a company becomes a Church, by joyning in Cove- 
nant, may be made good ſundry wayes ; firſt, By plaine Texts of 
Scripture; as from Demt,29.1,10,11,12, 13, Tee ſtand this day all 
you before the Lord your God, yonr Captaines of your Tribes, your El- 

ders, yaar Officers,with all the men of I\rael yer.10. That thou ſhouldeſk 
enter into (ovenant with the Lord thy God, yer 12. and he may eſtabliſh 
thee for a peopte wnto himſelfe, yer. 13. Sothat here is plain'y ſhewed, 
that here was a company, ver. 10, and this company: were to-be 

® eftablifhed ro be a people unto the Lord , thar is ro ſay, a Church, 
ver, 13. And this is done by the peoples entring into ſolemne ©o- 
venant with God, ver. 12, Andtherefore a company ot peopic 
doe become a Church by entring into Covenant with God. 

<« This Covenant was not like owr Charch-(ovenants, for it waz of alf Otys@, x Bl 

« the Nation together; whereas the ({hurch=Covenant with us, 1: of ſonge 1; 
'« ſelef? perſons, leaving ons others, | 
r. Tha Objc&ion concerns the matter of a Church , but the A-/rer; 
Covycnant is not che matcriall _ of a Church, but the w—_ 
3 C 
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/  Charch=Cauvcmant. 


caulerhercof*: and for x 


hehe Text lane and expreſlc, that by 


entring.inco Covenant with God, a people come to be the Tor 


» that 15 tO a , his Church, 
pavers itaas.of allthe ic 2000ther , the reaſon was 
—_ nas = ij mey x Iv pation Chpch 
aC eNtring into ne Coyecnant wi 2 
then a Congregationall Church becomes, a-Church by the ſame 
_ ; for there is no differcnce berweenthem in thus point. 
it was of all the people,. we may. not (ay. it proves 
chacwhen. we-logke at tha meer cal caulc. hee age 
3 pramiſcuous.taking in 
no on vilc; SE eh Fen 
po op, he (raved them bag pes 
== : ſothat ores was 2 diſtinfion, a 
mn ochers Sccondly », this generation; was 
ycrs; for it ea VE tg 


cy 
aftcr; for they were fortie. yeares 
main a oy Foe 


of forric yearcs,Deut.t. heir car 
dy haben, as their F = 
cntred by. faith, and whenthe Ewere 


chvd 


ing pre pr prong es 


?oſhua, Joſh. 24. 31- "he loecha which is x proog ver.4, q4 = 
this Chap. that the Lord had got given them eyes to (ec, &c..that 
proves not that they were wholly ina catnall citate, 
onely that they were dull and flow of heait to conſider of 
diſpenſations of God towards them, for as much is (aid ofthe 
of Chuiſt, Afar. 8. 17, 15.. when doubriefſe they were wi 

mecre carnall or naturall perſons.” 

< T hu people Deut..29, could not became the Lord; people hr evering 
&« ;nto ſolexme £ ovenant with God, for they.were the Lords Church an 
people fi efore thy, 
' 1, If they were, yet that was by catring into i; mma Covenant 
* withGod on Mount Sizas, when the Lord had brought them up 
out ofthe Land of E Expos, tortheathey engrodineo ſolemne Om 


venamt with God, an with them,.and .{o they. became the 
Lords peculiar people, Exod. x5. Peres If they were hip peo- 
ble beforechar, yer thay allo was ty Coven meh WAR. 
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| from 7aceb, that the inheritance of the Covenant of God, and-of 


s 
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cn em ernms 


che ayes of Abrabem, when Godrookehima and lus ſeede ro:be 
his h and people, yet (ſeparating. [5mael tram 1/aac and. Elan 


being the Churchof God, might tcft in the houſe of Jacob, 

"2, Yetirwasnat. without great rcalon that the Lord ſhould 
now cſtabliſh them by folemne Covenanr.to. be a people to him- 
ſelfe, hecauſe the Nation had been much degencratcd irom the 
ſpirit and waycs of 4br<hawin <A gypr,and had broken that Cove- 
nans by their Idolatries there, £zk. 20. 7, 8. And the Covenant 
madein Si” or Horeb when they were come our of «Egypt, they 


* had allo brokenby their Idolatrics in the Wildernefſe, Exh, 20, 
” 83, 16, tor whichcaulcs, andthe like, the Lord conſumed that 


generation, that they never centred intothe Land, 7». 5. 4,6. 
And tl:crefore now when their pofteritie and children were ready 
toenter in,the Lord cntred into Cavenant with them, and there- 
by eſtabliſhed them to. be his people,their Fathers being cut off tor 
breaking the Covenant. Bur ſtil] it was by Covenant that both 
Fathers firſt, and chuldren afterward became a Church and people 


* untoGod ; and when this generation were centred into the Land, 


their Covenant made beture berween God and them, was confir- 
med by Circumciſion, 74>. 5.3 7. they being nor Circumciled 


before. 
« But this Covenant was of the whole (hurch with God,and therefore 


&« not like our (hu ch- Covenants, which are between the Church and the 
« members. concerning watchtulneſſe over one anothey , and the like, 

Our Church Covenants are with the Lord himſe!fe , as was 
ſhewed betore in the deſcrip:1on thercot. For watchtuinefle and 


ObjeF.z3 


Anſwer, 


duties of cification one towards another, are bur branches of the 


Lori's Covenant, being duttes ccmmanded by the Law : and (oir 
was with thar people of 1frae/, who when tlicy promiſed and (C 0- 


* ycnantcd 6 walke inall the wayes oft God 3 1in all his ſtatuces and 


commandem-nrs and judgements, ihey promiſed theie dues cf 
lov: and watchiuineſſe and caihcation one towards another , be- 
cauſc chele were duties commanded and required ot God, Lev. gs 
17 Dext.2g 18 theneglc whereot in the macrtrer of Acher was 
the ſinne of al: the Congregation, and brought jurigement upon 
them all, 70> 7.11, 12. Yea by this Covenant chey were bound to 
durics towards them chat were nat then pretenty, bur children at- 
terward to be boruc, and proſclytes, that aticrwatd ihould be - 


bp, 


Charch- Covenant. | 


ded to them, ver. 14, 15. Like as our Church-Covenanes are wich 
them thatnow atc, and that hereafter ſhall become members of 
the fame Church. When 7ehojada made a Covenant berween the 
King and the people, 2 King. 11. 17. that Covenant was but a 
branch of the Lords Covenant with chem all, both King and p-0- 
plc: for the King promiſed but ro Rulethe people rightcouſly, ac- 
coming to the will ok God : and the people to be ſubje& to the 
King (0 Ruling. Now theſe duties of the Kingto them , and of 
them to the King , were ſuch as God required m his Covenant, 
both of him and them : and ſo it is in Church-Covenant,the duties 
of the Church tothe members, and the members to the Church, 
and one another, are no other bur ſuch as the Goſpel and the Co- 
venant of grace requireth both of rhe Church and the members of 
it incheir (eycrall places. 

« But thys place of Dcut. 29. is not ſufficient to prove a Church=(ove. 
« nant 5% theſe dayes : becanſe it is in the Scriptures of the old Teſtamenr_ 


« for whatſoever muſt be uſed in the dayes of the New T:flament muſt be + 


&« proved from the Scriptures of the New Teſtament, or elſe it is to be. 
&« /ayd aſide. 

1, The Church- Covenant may be proved from the New Te- 
ſtament alſo, as will afterwards appcatre. 

2. But ſuppoſe there were not pregnant places for it in the New 
Teſtament; yet it is not enough grove the ſame unlawtull : for 
wharſocver Ordinance ofthe old 'T eſtament is not repealed inthe 
New Teſtament, as peculiar ro the Jewiſh Pzxdagogic, bur was of 
morall and perpetuall equitic, the ſame bindes us in theſe dayess 
and is to be accounted the revealed will of God in all ages, though 


it be not particularly and cxpreſſely mentioned mn the writings of 


the New Teſtament, clſe how ſhall we prove it ankawfall te 2 
raan to matty his Siſter,or his Aunt > How ſhall we prove it war- 
rantable and — tor —_— to puniſh Sabbath-break® 
ing, blaſÞhemy, and Idolatry ? 


ow ſhall we prove it lawtull to 
apply the ſcale of Gods Covenant unto Infants? or to admit. wo- 


men :ocate of the holy things ; for the Scriptures of the New Te- 


{tament doc ſpeake little in theſe caſes ; onely the Scriptures of the 
Old Teſtament doe give direQion, and hight about them, Lev. 18. 
& 19, Neb, 13.15. &c.2(hron, 15.16. & 2 King. 23. Gen, 17. 2. 
& Exod, 12. 4.6, And the New Teſtament hath nothing to the 
contrary, and they arc all according to morall cquitic and _—_— 


an i ee A te A OO A A, 


Charch - Covenant. . 


and therefore they are to be obſerved from the Scriptures of the 
Old Teſtament, as the revealed will of God, though there were 
nothing expreſlicly for thera in the New. And the ſame we ſay of 
the particular in hand. For, that a company ſhould be combined 
togcther inco ane. body, in way of Government and ſubje&ion, 
by way of matuall free Covenant; as mendoe when they enter in- 
ro Church Eſtate, nothing is morc naturall or agreeable to morall 
cquitic ; nay ,it implyeth a contradiftion inthe very name of hber- 
tie. or freedome, that irce-men ſhould take upon them authorite 
or power over free men without their free conſent, and yoluntary 
and mutuall Tovenant or Engagement. And thercfore ſeeing this 
Covenant 1s not repealcd in the Scriptures of the New Teſtament, 
the Scriprurcs of the Old are (uffictent warrant for ic. 

Another Scripture to prove the ſame, is Det, 26.16, 17, 13, 
wuh Dex. 27. 9. Thu day the Lord hath commanded thee to doe theſe 
Statutes and 7udgements, thou ſpalt therefore keepe aud doe thgy, &<c, 
T hou ha#t SLA 4 the Lord this day to be thy God, andio Walke in his 
wayes, and to keepe his Statutes, & Cc, eAna the Lord hath avonched thee 
this day to be hue peculiar people ;, Take heed and hearken, O Iſrael, this 
aay thow art become the p'ople of the Lord thy God, 'T his Scripture 
plainly ſhewes theſe things : 1. That here was the making of a 
Covenant between God and man ; for that avouching of God to 
them, and them to God, was the making of Covenant,ver.17.18. 
2. T his was not of one perſon, but of a. company together, the 
whole people of 1/rael, 26.18. & 27.9. 3 Here is the efteftof this 
Covenant, that thereby they become the Lords people, ver. 9. 
Sothat when a company doc enter into holy Covenant with God, 
they become thereby the Lords people, thar is ro (ay, his Church. 
So Ezech. 16.8, proves the ſame likewiſe: 1 entred into Covenant 
with thee, ſaith the Lord, and thog becam:[t mine. Here alſo is the ma- 
king of Covenant betweenthe Lord and men; and this Covenant 
was not perſonall, but of a company; for it was with Hierulalem, 
ver.z3. which was a whole Citie ; it was with them that were mul- 
tiplicd as the bud of the ſcild, ver, 7. and it was with them that did 
proſper into a kingdome, ver.13. and therefore not meant onely 
of any one particular perſon : Andby this Coverant they became 
the Lords; that is, the Lords Church and peopie ; tor it is exprefly 
ſaid, 1 entered into (ovenant with thee, and thou becameſt mine. Yo that 
when a company enter into Coo with God, and God with 
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them, they becomethereby the Lords Church and people. Like- 
wiſe Exch, 20. 37. 1will cauſe you to paſſe under the rod; and 1 Will 
bring you into the bond of the Covenant, In which place, there is firſt 
mention of an holy Covenant. Secondly , This was not of one 
ſon, but of a company, the whole houſe of Iſrael, ver. 30. 39. 
diy, And this Covenant is called a Bond, becauſe it is by Co- 
ycnant that a people are bound, and tyed,and knit rogerher, as one 
Chuch, all of them unto the Lord,and one unto another; So that 
the Covenant is the bond of union, by which a company are ſo 


x Cone d and united, as that they become a Church. It is alſo ob- 
{crvable - 


c ,how the Lord before he would bring them into this bond 
of the Coyenant, he would cauſe them ro pa under the rad; by 
which phraſe, as 7»ius upon the place well obſcrycs,is meant try» 
all and probation; drawne from the manner of Shepheards or 


, owners of Cartel}, who went among their ſheepe, or other cartell 


with arad, and therewith pointed out ſuch as were for theLords 
holy ule, as Lev. 27. 32. And ſo hereby is noted thar God would 


.not in the _ of the Goſpel have men to be brought mto his . 


Church over head, but he would firſt cauſe them to paſlle 
Teen the rod of due tryall and probation; and then ſuch as upon 
tryall were found: to be holy for God , or mcete marter for his 
Church, ſhould ſolemnly enter into Covenant with God,and that |. 
Coycnant ſhould be the bond that ſhould combine them, and knit 

them together intoone, that ſothey that were many particular 


-perians, ſhould all become one body that js ro ſay, a Church. 


- And ſo much of the firlt Argument drawne from plaine Tcxts 
of Scripuure. 


Adleccond Argument may be taken from the Titles that ate gi- 
ven tothe Church, as firſt, that the Church 1s ſaid ro be married 


or clpouſed unto Chriſt, er. 2. 2. & 3. 14. 2 Cor. 11,2, From 
. whence the Argument may be tormed thus : It gvery Church be- 


comes.a Church by being mattied or eſpouſed unto Chriſt , then 
acompany bccomes a Church by way of Coycnant : Burt the for- 
mer js truc, therefore the latieras true alſo. 

The Aflumprion, that a Churcty becomes a Church by being 
Tmaiedunto Chriſt, _— trom the former Scriptures , where 
the Church of 1ſrael; and the Chinech'of { orinth, 1n regard of their 
eVting ico Church: Eſtate, are ſaid to be eſpouſed and marricd 
Ko Ubriſtas a loving and chaſt Yirgine to one ——_ Wick 
he of | '  ſpiritua 
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ſpiricuall marriage between Chriſt and his Church, is alſo raughc 
inthe type of the marriage between King Salomon and Pharoghs  ®% 
daughter, P/al, 45. 
T he Conſequence of the Propoſition is plaine in reaſon ; for 
there is no matriage but by way of Covenant;no waman becomes 
2 rans wife, bur by way of beſtowing her ſelfe in Covenant upon 
ſuch a man: neither doth a-man become an husband, but by the 
ſame means; and therefore the Scripture ſpeaking of the violation 
of marriage, calls it a violation of Covenant, Prov. 2, 17. 
&« Chrift hath but.one wift or Spouſe, Cant. 6 9g. ER ObjeA.r, 
- The Catholique Church indeed is but one vie.:the whole com- Avx/wer, 
pany of Gods Ele in heaven, incarth, dead; now living,and not 
yet borne : But as there is the Church - Catholique, which is bur 
one ; ſo there are particular and viſible Churches, which are in 
number many ; and therefore the Scriprure ſpeakes of Churches, 
2 Cor. 8. 1, 1g. Gal.x.2, Ofthe Churches of the Gentiles, Rem. 16, 
4. Of ſeven Churches, Rev, 1. 4. Of all Charches, 1 (.14 33. 
& 7.17. Rev. 2, 23. 
© But if every particular Church be the Wife of Chrift, how many hun- Ob; 2. 
«© dred Wives ſponld be have ? | 
«1. If the Church of Ifracly Fer: 2. 2; the Churchof Corinth, 2 eur. 
Cor. 11,2: The Jowiſh' Church, Reviig. 7. be the Spouſe and wife 
< —— _ reaſor! —— way on, 
pectally!ſeeing there i9no particukhr » bur in reſpc6 
their Church ſtate , they may declme and goc a whoring from 
. Chriſt, ;andthat ſhews'that? they- were fart eſpouſed ro him ; for 
no worrancan befaidto got a whoringfrotm a man, it ſhee were 


never married, nor eſpouled'toftim ar all. ' en 

2. This that ſeemes an abfurditic, and were-a finfull praQti( 
among men, in refpe&t otChriſt, is acercaine truth, and no diſho- 
nourunto him atall, rohave'more Spouſes then one upon carth, 
many{pintuatl Spouſes. Mcencarnoegive themfcives wholly and 
intirely to manyias\Chrift- can, 'Every! faithful ſoule is eſpouſed 
and married unto Chriſt z and in: that reſpet he hath not onely 
w_ hundred bur many thouſand, yea many millions of ſpititu- 

<* Buaths fpiritnal jeu between Chrift and the Church, But 06; 3, 92J 

&« the aGhwrely Conenant: is betwearn'the Church and the members, and : | 

*< therefore this marriage doth not _ Cherch- Covenant, : | 
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1. In ſome ſort thero may be ſaid to be a marriage berween'the 
Church and the members, 25z. inreſpeR of that deare love and af- 
{cAion, that ought to be between them ; and therctore it is ſaid» 
eAs a young man marrieth a Virgine, ſo ſhall the chiliren of the (hurch 
be married to the (arch, I(a, 62.5. 

2. But properly the marriage is between Chriſt 8 the Church, 
and {o 15 the Covenant alſo, ſo farre as therein they giveup them- 
ſelves to Chriſt as unto an head and Lord ; as a woman inthe Co- 
venant of muriage doth give up her ſeltc unto her husband ; And 
the performance of ſuch dutics as the Church and the member owe 
one unto another, is a branch of that marriage- Covenant, where- 
in they are tycd ro Chnit ; tor Chriſt himſelfe in his Covenant re- 
quires, notonely that they ſhould give up themſelves to hun, bur 
alſo that they ſhould pertorme theſe dutics one unto another. 
And accordingly it is ſaid of the Churches in Macedonia, that rhey 
gave wp thrmſclues firſt tothe Lord, and then to-u4 by the. Will of God, 
2 Cor..8. 5. True it is, they Joe alſo binde themſelves by Cove- 
nant one unto another, bur in that reſpe&t the Covenant 15 pjo- 

rly a brotherly Covenant ; like that 1 Sam. 20. 8. Ames 1,9, 


_ becauſe there the engagement is to one another as brethren, fel- 
| low-membcrs,andictiow-helpers,and nor as to one head or Lord, 


a3 it isin reſpe@ of Chriſt, and therefore inthar.relpeR iwisnorſo 
properly a martiage-Covenant as it-is in reſpeQ of Chtiſt: though 
duties to one another arc pronuſed in their Covenant with one 
another, and alſo in their Covenant with Chrift. In briefe thus ? 
They pronuſc unto Chriſt duties tohum, 'and- duties to one ano» 
ther according to him; and ſo their Covenants a marriage-Co- 
venant with Chriſt : They promiſcalſo ro one another, durics to 
gneanather, and {0 it is a brotherly Covenant. 

Another Title given to the Church ( which alſo proves that 


a Churcl: 1s made by Covenant )-is the-Title of a Cite, or Citic: 


of Gods Pal. 87 3-& 48 1.8. & 122.3/Epheſ 2; 1p. The 


ment lycth thus-It atrue Church be a Citie, of God chen'a Church: 


becomes a Church by Covenant :; Buteyery true Church 1s a Ci- 

tice of God, Ergo. Os 7 > IP Tae 
The Afſumprton is proved by the Scriptures forealledged. :The 

Conſcquence ot the Prepoſicion 1s plaine in xeaton; for every Cirie 


1s united by ſome Coycnant ainongthemfeclvess.the Cirracns'arc ' 


IEccived unto jw ( 3vitaris, ur right of Cine priviedges, by ſome 
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Covenant or Oath 3 And therefore it is ſo likewiſe in this Citie of 
God the Church; and men become Citizens of the Church by 
ſolemne Covenant. | 

The third Argument may be drawne from the meanes of rc- 
forming and reſtoring a Church when it is corrupted, which is by 
—_ into Covenant a new with God, 2 (ron, 15.10, & 29,10, 
& Neb, g. 38. & 10, 38, 29. Jer. 50. 4, 5- Thereaton may beta- 
ken thus : If a Church decayed is to be reſtored and reformed by 
renuing Covenant with God, then it was inſtituted and erected at 
the firſt by way of Covenant : The reaſon of which Conſequence 


| 153 becauſc abuſes and corruptions are to be reformed by bringing 


things back tothe firſt Inſtuution: Thus Chritt reformes the abu- 
ſes of marriage, by bringing them to the firſt Inſtitution of thar 
Ordinance ; from the beginning it Was not ſo, Mat. 19. 8, Andthus 
Pax! reformeth the Abuſes ot che L ords Supper, by telling them 
what was the firſt Inſtitution thereof, 1 (or.11. 23 &c. And thus 
the Lord Jeſus calling on the declining Church of Epheſus for re- 
formation, bids her remember from whence /hce i fallen, and repent and 
ave her firſt workes, Rev. 2.5. | 

Now the Aſſumption is plaine from the Texts above alledged, 
that at the reforming of a Church, there is to be a renuing of Co- 
venant; and thence it tollows.that at the firſt ereting of a Church, 
there was the making of a Covenant with God, for els this renu- 
ing of Covenant would not have been the way to retorme it. 


he fourth Argument istaken from thar which doth diſſolve A-gu, 4. 


a Church, which 1s the diſſolving or breaking of the Covenant, 
Zach, 11.9,10 14, It diflolving the Covenant be that which doth 
diſfolve the Church, then the making of Covenant is that which 
conſtitutes a Chuich. The reaſon ot the Conſequence is plaine, 
becauſe otherwiſe the Covenant might be difſolved & the Church 
ſtand till, it it were not the making of che Covenant that did con- 
ſtiruce che Church : Bur it diſſipating ſtones in a building doe dif- 
Colve th: houſe, then the compaQtmg and conjoyning of them 1s 
that which makes the houſe ; If ſeparation of ſoule and body be 
that which deltroycs che man, that then we ſay he 1s not : it mult 
necds be che uniting of thera, that did conſticure 8 make the man : 
and ſo it js. 11 thi» caſe. Andrhac diflolving the Covenants that 
which dilluycs. a,Church , is plaine trom the Text alledged, 
Zach, 1, wacte the breaking of the two ſtaves , ot beautic and 
b- B3 bands, 
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bands, that is, the unchurching of the Jewes, is interpreted ro tf 
the ng of the Covenant that God had made with that peo- 
ple, and the brotherhood that was between F=dh and [/rae/. 

The fifth Argument is taken from the diftinftion which God 
hath appointed amongſt Churches, and the confounding of all 
Churches into one, if there be not this Covenant to diſtinguiſh 
chem. If Churches be diſtm@ Societies, and may not be contoun- 
ded, then Churches are compattcd and combined by Covenant : 


Br the former is true, Ergo, 


Thar Charches are diſtin& Societies, is plaine in the Scriprure, 
where we have mention of many Churches in one Countrey or 
Province, Gal. 1.1. x Theſ. 2.14, Of ſeven Churches in Aſia 
Rev, 1,4. and of all che Churches, 1 (vr. 14. 33. Kev, 2. 23. Ephc- 
{14 18 not Smyrna, nor Smyrna 1s not Thyatira, nor cither of them 
Pergam, buteach one diftin& of themſelves, having Officers of 
their owne,which did not belong to others : yerrues of their owne 
for which others are not pratfcd, corruprions of their owne, for 


which others are nor blamed; If it were not thus, then when Lac- - 


dicea is condemned for lukewarmenefle, or Epheſws for declining, 
all the reſt ſhou'd be reproved alſo: And when Philadelfia is prai- 
ſed, all the reſt ſhould be praifed alfo, which we ſee is otherwilc. 
Now from hence the Conſequence is certaine; that rheretore they 
are combined by fome Covenant each one amongſt themſelves ; 
for there is nothing cls without this that wil ſafficiently diſtinguiſh 
them. The Spirit of God and Faith intheir hearts, is common ro 
all Chriſtians nnder keaven, and;inheaven alſo, andtherefore this 
isnot the thing that makes diſtinQtion. Nor ts ithabitation inche 
fame Towne together, for that may be-corimon to ſuch Chriſtt- 
ans as are not of this Church, and ufually is to many that arc no 
Chriſtzans. As it is with Compames in London ; as the Company 
of Goldfmirhs; 8c. that many others dwell in the ſame Towne 
with them, yea it may be 1nthe ſame ftreete that are nor of their 
Company's and therefore it is not mecrely- habitation that doth 
diſtinguiſh them from others, but ſome: combination ayd agree- 
ment amongſt chemſclyes ; So it-i& not habirarion in rhe ſame 
© joyng themltlyes' rogerher in' an holy Covenam- wirti 


«ct 
IE bs If 


\ 


® > HE 


” "4 


kn. odd 


) 
n——_—_ 


.e_——— I. 


Chyrch - Covenant. I Se: 


Je & If the Spirit of Ged and Faith in their bearts cannot diſtinguiſh one Objett. 
e« {kurch from another, becanſe theſe are common to them all , then how 

*© can Covenant diſtinguiſh them, ſith all (hurches are joyned by (ove- 

& ant 0ne 45 Well as another ? 

Ic is not a Covenant {imply or a Covenant in general!l that doth A»/wer. 
conſtitrure a Church, or diſtinguiſh one Church from another, 

but a Covenant with application and apprepriation to theſe per- 

ſons. Even as it is in marriage, though all married couples he uni- 

ted by Covenant, and a Coyenant wherein one couple.promiſerh 

the ſame duties that another couple doth, yer a Covenant with ap- 

- _  plicationandappropriation of the dutics covenanted to this man 

0] 0 and this woman in particular, ſuch aCovenane is the ycry thing 

that make a couple, man and witc together ,and gives them muru- 
all power over cach other, as husband and wite, and puts adiſtin- 
Qtion between them and all other men and women in the world. 
And ſoit is inthis.caſe ; a Covenant to pertorme Church-dutics 
with application and approprution to ſuch perſons, is the very 
BR ) - thing that conſtitutes a Church, and diſtinguiſheth one Church 
'.  fromanother. | 
And thus much concerning the former of the two particulars, 
to ſhew the uſe of Church-Covenant, viz. that 1t.is that whereby 
a company doe became a Ghurch. _ 
« The ſecond particular js this, that taking hold'of the Covenant, 
or joyning in it,is that which makes a patticular perſon a member 

of a Church. And thus followcs upon the former, and that may 
berhe firſt Argument. to prove it. 

} - # joyning n Covenant be that which makes a company to be- Ares.1, 
come a Church, then taking hold of that Covenant is requilite to "4 
make a particulat perſon become a member of the Church : Bur 

g\be firſt is true, as hath been ſhewed before ; Therefore the ſecond 

is true alſs : It compaQting and conjoyning of {tones and pieces 

of Timber, be that that makes an; houle,. then a particular ſtone 

by canaot become a part of chat houſe, till it be compaCted and con- 

| + - Jaynedtothereſt : But the former is truc, eyen in che Church of 
®  Gadawhichis che ſpirituall Spouſe and Citic of God>l:tving itones, 

Chriſtians, belecycrs muſt be compadted together, and builded up 


together,.Epbeſ. 2.31, 22. R/al. 122, 3. and therefore the later 1s - 
$x1e allo, that a particular Chriſtian becomes a.memir of the 


Cluych, apartof that building by being comoined wuh the _; 
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236, 7. Let not the ſonne of the ſtranger, that hath joyned hingſclfe to the 
Lord, ſpeake, ſaying, the Lord hath utterly ſeparated me cg hu people, 
ec, T he ſonnes of the ſtrangers that joyne themſelves to the Lord,ro ſerve 

. him, &-c. and take hold of my Covenant , even then Will I bring to my 
holy mountaine, and make then joyfull in my houſe of Prayer, &c, Con- 
-cerning which Scripture, note three things to the preſent purpoſe. 
Firſt, Thar theſe ſtrangers were members of Chriſt,crue belecvers, 
joyned co God by Faith; for it is ſaid, rhey have joyned themſelves to 
the Lord,y.z 8 v. 6. that they loved the name of the Lord, ſerved 
him, and kept his Sabbaths, v. 6. and yet forall this they were nor 
as yer joyned as members of the viſible Church, for it they had 
joyned,there would have been no cauſe for ſuch acomplaint, 

che Lord hath ſeparated me from hu people, y.3. Beſides,bringing them 
into the Church as members, and granting them the priviledge of 
members, is promiſed as areward-and blefling upon this their joy- 

. ning tothe Lord by faith and obedience, v. 7. And therefore it ts 


/ 


nor the ſame; but a diſtin& thing from it ; the one being promiſed 


as a reward and bleſſing upon the other. Secondly, T he Lord pro- 
miſeth that he will make them members of his Church : Them will 


to my boly mountaine, and make them joyfull in my houſe of Pray- 


membets, this was one, viz. the taking hold of that Covenant 


which was between the Church of 1free/ and God, v. 6. So that 
hence we may gather, that men may be members ot Chrilt, joy- 
ned to the Lord by faith and love, and yer for the preſent not 
members of the viſible Church : And that when God is fo graci- 
ous to true belcevers, as to make them members of his viſible 
Church, it is requiſite that they joyne in Covenant before. 

© But might not faith in Chriſt, beleeving in heart on the God of Iſ 
© rael, be all the taking hold of the Covenant that is here want. x 

Not ſo, but over and above that; here is alſo meant their open 
profeſſion of cheir Faith in the God of [/-ae!, and open binding of 
themſelves by Covenant to all ſuch duties of taith and obedience, 
as God required of rhe Church of //-acl, and the members there- 
of. Now diſtin&ly take the Anſwer tothis ObjeQtion in three oft 
fourc particular Propoſitions, Firſt, There was a Covenant be- 
twecenthe Church of 1/ ae/and God, Exod, 19.5,6,7, 8. Exch 16. 
8. Dezt, 29.10, &c. Secondly, Thus Coyenant was nuxuall ; nor 


onely 


| Aſccond Argument maybe drawne from the Scripture, 1/a.56. 
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onely a promiſe on Gods part to be their God, and to rake them 
for his people, but alſo reciprocally on their part to give up then1- 
ſelves unto God to be his people, and to doe the dutie of people to 
their God ; The Covenant is not meercly to receive from God, 
and promiſe nothing back againe to him ; nor doth God binde 
himſelte therein,and leave men at libertie,bur it 1s mutuall on both 
parts, as theſe Scriptures declare ; Ger. 17. x. £xd.19.7. 8. Dent.5. 
27, & 26.16,17. Hoſ.2,23, & Zach.13. g. Thirdly, Hereupon 
it tollowes, that if men had not promiſed, and alſo performed, in 
ſome mcaſure of truth, the duties of Faith and obedience unto 
God, they had not taken hold of the Covenant, but had diſcove- 
nanted themſelves, notwithſtanding all the promiſes of God unto 
their Fathers or others. Thus though God promiſed Abraham to 
be a God to him, and to his ſeede in their generations, Ger. 17. 7. 
yetthe I/maclites and Edomites deſcending from Abraham, were 
diſcovenanted by not promiſing nor pertormirg thoſe dutics of 
Faith and obedience , which God required on the peoples part : 
when a Covenant containes promiſcs on Gods part, and dutics al- 


* ſoon mans, he doth not take hold of the Covenant that rakes one 


part, and eaves another. Fourthly, To beleeye what God promi- 
{cd inthe Covenant for his part, and to promiſe in a private way 
the duties of obedicnce on mans patt , was not ſufficient ro make 


© theſe ſtrangers members of the Church,but they muſt doe it open- 


ly and in the view of the Church, elſe the Church cou'd have had 
no watrant to haye admitted ſuch into their Fellowſhip, it their 
faith and obedience had not bcen viſibly proteſled, Exod. 12. 43. 
48 2 (hron. 23.19, 

And inas much as the Covenant was mutuall, when theſe ſiran- 
oers did manifeſt rheirtaking he'd of the Covenant, they manite- 
lied and profeſſed both Faith and obedience, both chat they belce- 


®yved what God promiſed,and that they would be obedient to what 


he required ; It any ſhould have claimed Church-tellowſhip, ſay- 
ing, | belceve the promiſes, bur would not binde himſelte ro any 
duties of Evangelicall obedience, this had been a taking hold of the 
Covenant by the halves, ataking of one part ot it in ſeeming and 
pretence, and a lcaving of another ; bur it would not have been 
tutficient to have brought a man into the fellowſhip of the churci : 
Such of rhe Congregation of Iſrael as would not COMC to Hierw/a- 
lem to enter into Coyenant, were - be (cparated from the Church 
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in the daycs of Ezra, £zr410, 8, And theretore ſuch as being 


ſtr ſhould refuſe to enter i; could nor be admitted into 
the Church ; So that the taki of Gods Covenant, which 
is there required to make theſe rs members of the Church, 


profe(- 


is a belceeving in heart onthe God of 1ſrael, and an gy 
obedience or 


ſion that they did beleeve, and likewiſe a promuſe of 


ſubjeftion unto the God of 1/ae/, and an open profeſling of ſuch 


obedience and ſubjefion ;z and that is the joyning in Covenant 
which we ſtand for, before a man can be a member of a Church, 
cvcnan open profeſſion of Faith and of Obedience- | 

A third Argument is taken from thoſe Scriptures which ſhew 
that men become members by being added to the Church, or be- 
HU ro them, AH. 2.47. & 5.13. & 9.26. It men become 
m s of the Church by ry fn or joyned, then joyning 
in Covenant ( or profeſling of ſubjeion to the Goſpel or Cove- 
nant of God ) is that whereby a man becomes a member of a 
Church : But the former is rruc,as appeares by the Scripeures forg- 
mentioned, and therefore the latreris true alſo. 


ion ; but that may be made good 
by this reaſon, and the confirmation of it, viz. that a man cannor 
be added or joyned to the Church by other meancs without 
this joyning in Coycnant. The truth of which Aſſcttion will ap- 
peare by ſhewing the inſufficiency of all other means, without this 
zoyning in Covenant , and that may be done in Anſwer to the 
OpbjcAions cnluing. 

« when men were added to the Church, it may be, no more is meant 
« but that God did convert them and worke Faith in their hearts,and that 
© converting of them was the adding of them to the (,burch, 


This cannot beall; for, firſt, Sau! was converted and had faith 


wrought in his heart, and yct he was not at the firſt received for as 


member of the Church at Hier«ſalcms ( though he aſſayed to be 
joyned untothem, ) till they were berter ſatisfied in his ſpiritual 
eſtate by the teſtimony of Barnabas, AQ.g. 26,27, 28. And thoſe 
ſtrangers, //a. 56. ( as was ſaid before ) were joyned to the Lord 
by being converted , and having Faith wrought in their hearts, 
and yer they doc lament it with gricte, that they were not joynced 
as members tothe yifible Church : The Lord hath ſeparated me from 


hy people, ay they, ver. 3. The old Gaying is true concerning Lo 
'$ viſible 


Bur all the doubt in this Argument will be concerning the con- : 
ſequence of the Major Pro 
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viſible Church , There re mary wolves within, and many ſheepe with- 
et, Secondly, Thoſerthar were joyned were beleevers before th 

joyned; forir is ſaid, divers were added, yet. 14, Thirdly, Thoſe 
that were added to the Church, were added and joyned to them 
by ſuch an a& as orhers durſt not pur forth, 4. 5. 13. Of the "i 


durſt no man jpyne unto them, and theretore it was not by the irrcht- 


ſtable a of God in converting of them , but by ſome voluncary 
aQt of their owne choice and confent; for Gods converting grace 
depends not upon mans daring, or not daring to receiye it. If to be 
joyned be no more but ro be converted, then when it is ſaid, Sons? 
dherſt not be joyned, the meaning ſhonld be, they durſt nor be con- 
yerted, nor ſuffer Faith to be wrought in them ; which is groſle 
Arminianiſme, ſuſpending the converring grace of God upon the 
free will of the creature. Fourthly, And as this joyning which 0- 
thers durſt not doe, carmort be meant of being converted ; So if it 
be well confidered , what the thing was whercin they durſt not 
Joyne, it may appeare thar it was nothing cls but this , that rhey 


\  durſtnotagree, and engage themſelyes to be of their body and 


ſocictic ; that 1s, they durſt not joyne in Covenant with theme 
For it cannot be meant of dwelling in the Towne with chem, tor 
this chey both dutſt doe and did : nor is it onely of joyning to 
hcare the Wotd m their afſembly, tor rhis alfo they durſt doe, and 
many did it in great multicudes , fo that matny by hearing the 
Word became belceyers,and were added ro the Lord both of men 
and women, ver. 14. at this very time when ir is {aid of ſorne they 
durſtnot joyne umothem : Nor is it de ten to thern in afte- 
tion, a mw of their way for this they alfo durſt doe and 
did expreſlc fo much in magnifying and commending them,when 
yet they durſt not joyne unto chem, ver. 13. Which magnifying 


oof them doth imply rhar they heard their doftrine, and faw their 


practife, and approved it, arid highly commended them for che 
{ame : Wherctore feeing this joyning, which ſome durft nor doe, 
cammot be meant of 4 ny nor of joyning in habitati- 


on; nor of zoyning in ton, not it heating the Word in their 
Aflembly, nor of approbation, and cxpreffions that way» it rc- 
maincth that it muſt be meant of joyning in char neecre relatian of 

cd by volun- 


Churct-fellowſhip amongſt them, fo as to bc ng 
tary confent and agreement to be members © 


cir Church. 


Fiftly, If joyning tothe Church, were no mote but to be con- 
C3 ycerted, 
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Anſwer, 


yerted, then he that were converted were joyned as a member of 
every viſible Church throughout the world , which were a great 
rote of that Order, and diſtinion of Churches, which the 


Lord hath appointed. : 
&« {tn may be joyned to the Church, in heartie affe lion and love, and 


« yet without any Covenant. | 


"True, but this will not make them members of that Church, 


' for then Sas/ was a member of the Churchat Hier»ſalem, atorc he 


was joyned a member, for he was joyned tothem in hearric affe- 
Rion afore, and therefore aſſayed to joyne as a member ; and ſo. 
were they thatdurſt not joyne, AF. 5. 13. yea then a man ſhould 
be a member of many Churches, yea of all Chriſtian Churches in 
the world ; for he is ro love them, and beare hearrie affefion to 
them all ; The true members of the Churches in £ng/andare uni- 
red in heartic afteion, to the Churches in Scotland, in Holland, 
in Fraw:ce, in New- England, 2c. And yet they are nat members 
of all theſe Churches, nor ſubjeQ to = cenſutes as members 
are. 


« But the reaſon of that is becauſe they doe not awell among them in 


«tf rhe ſame Towne, _ | 
Neither would habitation with them inthe ſame Towne, make 
2 man a member ofthe Church there, it there be no more then ſo. 
Suppoſe Sal to have dweltin the ſame houle afore his converſion 
in which he dwelt after, which is not unpoſlible nor unlikely ; yer 
we ſee he was no member of the Ghurch at Hier»ſalem, atoxe his 
converſion, no nor of ſome time after , though he might have 
dwelt in an houſe in the midſt of the Chriſtians, and Church- 
members there. The members of the Dutch and French Churches 
in London, or other Townes in England, arc not members of the 


| Engliſh - Congregations or Churches , no more thenthe Eng15/h 


arc of theirs , yet they dwell promiſcuonſly together im the 
ſame Streete of the ſame Towne. Towne-dwelling would not 
make a man a free-man of a Company in London, or ſome other 
Corporation; for many others dwell inthe Towne with them ; 
yea it may be 1nthe ſame ftreete , thatare nor free of their Com- 
pany, atid ſo it is in this caſc. 


Objett.g., «But the reaſon why ſuch as dwell in Towne with the Church, arc 


; not members thereof, may be, becauſe they frequent not their Aſſem- 
lier. . 


Idiots 
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- Idiots and Infidells might come into the publick mcetings a- 
mong the Corinthians, 1 ( or. 14:23, 24,25. yet Idiots and Tak. 
dells were not therefore members of the Church. And Sas! after 
His converſion might have come in among the Charchiin time of 
publick duties, and have feene and heard all that they haddone : 
yetthis would not have made him of one body with them. Some 
Inajans, Moores, and other: naturall perfons come into our meet- 
ings in New. £ngland, ſome of their owne accord, and others by 
the Command or Counſel! of their Maſters and Governours, yet 
no man can ſay, that all theſe are hereby made Church- members. 
Wherefore ſeeing neither converſion, not loving afte&ion, nor 
cohabitation, nor coming into their meetings , doth joyne aman 
as a member of the viſibic Church ( fot ſome men haveall theſe, 
and yet are not membets, and others are ſometimes members of 
the viſible Churches, and yet want ſom? of theſe, are hypocrites 
and want ſound converſion ) it remaineth therefore that as ſound 
converſion makes a man fit matter for a Church ; So profeſſion of 
his Faith, and of his ſubjeftion to the Goſpel , and the Churches 


| approbation , and acceptance of him ( which is the ſumme of 


Church-Covenant ) is the formal] caufe that gives him the being 
of a member. 


eAnſw, 


« Bat joyning doth not alway f gnifie joyning in Covenant ; Philip joy= ObjeF.s. 


© ned to the Eunnachs charinte , and duſt to mens feete, ACt,8$. 29, & 
© F uke 10,11. and yet there was no Covenant, and therefore men may 
& joyne to the Church without any ( ovenant, 

The word indeed maay expreſſe any cloſe joyning, whether na- 
turall, ( as the branch is joyned to the Vine, or an arme or other 
member to the body ) or attificiall, as when two ſtickes were joy- 
ned to become one in Ez-kiels hand, £zek. 37. Or when Carpen- 


@ tcrs or Maſons doc joyne pieces of ſtone or Timber together , ro 


make one houſe, Neh. 4.6. Ezr, 4. 12, but is nor onely the force 
of the word that is ſtood upon. But when joyning is uled ro cx- 
prefſe ſuch joyning, wherein a man voluntarily takes on him a 
new relation, there ir alwayes implyes a Coyenant, whetherthe 
relation be morall and civill, or religious and Eccleſtaſticall : We 


ſpeake of volunary relation, for there are nacurall relations, as be- 
tweene parents and children: and theſe need no Covenant, there 
is no Covenant to make a man a Parent, or a childe ; I here are 
alſo yiolent relations, as between Sogn and Captiycs, and 

in 
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On AY 


Arg. 4. 


in theſethere is no Covenant neither z/ but others arc voluntary, 


and theſe alwayes imply a Covenant , and ate tounded therem, 
whether they be morall andcivill ( as berween husband and wite, 
Pre. 2. 17. between Maſter and ſeryants, £*k, 15. 15. between 
Prince and ſubje&t, berween Partners in Trade, 2 (ro, 20. 35, 
36, 37. where the Covenant or agreement is, that men ſhall bare 
ſuch a ſhare of charges, and receive ſuch a ſhare of profits: ) or 
ons as between Miniſter and people, between the Church 

the members : all theſe are done by way of Covenant. A 
man cannot joyne himſelfe to a woman as her husband, bur by 
way of Covenant : A man cannot joyne him(clte ro another as 
a ſcrvant, or apprentiſe, but by way of Covenant ; And ſo may 
we ſay of all the reſt y nor into any body corporate » but by the 
ſame way and means. If men be united into a body politick or 
incarpotate, a mancannot be ſaid to bc joyncd tother by meere 
hearue affeRion, unleſle withall he joynes humſc)te unco them by 
ſome Contratt or Covenant. Now ot this nature 15 cvery parti- 
cular Church, a body incorporatc, 1 Cer. 12.27. Tee are the body 


orgive and reccive in Penitcnts, 2-Cor, 2.7.8 as a body incor- 
porate ; and therefore he that will jqyve unto them, mult doe it 
by way of Covenant or Agreement; and {o this An{wcr to this 
ObjeQian,may be a fourth Argument to prove the point in hand, 
that joyning in Covenant is that which makes a man, a member 
of a Church. | 

All voluatary relations, all relations whiclrare neither naturall 
nor violent, arcentred intoby way ot Coycnant. 

But he that joynes into a Church as a member, or enters intoa 
Church, doih —_ him ſuch a relation 3 Therctore joyning 


>xx0a Chwch as amembet; is by way of Covenant. 


Argu, 5. 


A filth Argument may bedrawne from the power which all 
Churches, Othcers and members, have over all their members in 
the Lord. It a}l Churches,Officers, and members, have power in 
the Lord over all their members, then joyning 1n Covenant is 
necellary to make a man a member of a Church, but the former is 
true, therefore the latter 1s true alſo. 

The Aflumpcion 1n this Argument, that all Churches have 
power over their rembers , is proved from x Cor. 5. 4; 5. 13. 
vaherc the Apoltie xeproyeth the Coriz:hiavs fa ſuffering the In- 


cc{tuous 


Sh &e, and hath power to caſt out, 2 Cor.5. 13. and to 


ow ? 
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celinous man amongſt them, and commands them to deliver him 
to Satan, and caſt him our frem amongſt them. Now this he 
would not have done, if chey had had no power over him , or if 
there had been any roome for them to ſay , wee have nothing to 
doe with him , wee have no power over him. And the ſame is 
prooved in other Scriptures alſo; as, ar, 18. 17. ſal. 149, 6. 
7,89. 

And the Conſcquence of the 1ajer Propofition, vis. that then 
members doe engage themſclves by Covenant, is proved by this 
reaſon; That Churches have no power over ſuch as have not 

aged themſelves by Covenant, and committed power unto 
them, by profeſling to be ſub to all the Ordinances of Chriſt 
amongſt them. 
Thetruth whereof may appeate by two Reaſons : 

Firſt, Becauſe all Chriſtians have power andright, jure divino, 
to chooſe their owne Officers to whom they commit their ſoules, 
eAt 6.1. & 14 23. where the word xu4%riewle, Imports choo- 
ſing by EleQion : and ſo the word is uſed and tranſlated, 2 Cor.s. 


* 19. he was cheſen by the ({hurches, &c. It isnot miniſteriall gifts thar 
makes a man a Miniſter to eyery Church, nor inveſteth him with. 


ſpirituall power over them, nor though he dwell amongſt them, 
unieſſe they call him and he accept of that call : And as they have 
power to chooſe their Officers, ſo likewiſe to chooſe their bre- 


thren according to God, Rem, 14.1. Now it they have power [0 


chooſe their Officers and brethren, then none can have power 0- 
ver them as Officers and brethren, without their owne conſent, 
and whom they never choſe, nor promiſed by any Covenant or 
Engagement to be ſubje rothe Lord. 

ondly , If the Church ſhould exerciſe any A&t of Church- 
power over ſuch a man as never cntred into Covenant with them 


> ( ſuppoſe ro Excommunicate him for whoredome or drunken- 


neſſe, or the like ) the man 


might proteſt againſt their At, and 
their Sentence, as Coram non ym. 


and they could not juſtifie their. 


proceedings, it indeed there have paſſed no Covenant or Engage- 
ment berween him and them. If he ſhall ſay , you have nottung 
to doe to paſſe Sentence or Cenſureupon me, I am none of your” 
Church, bur of another Church ; Suppoſe in Helland,in France cc. 
and I am onely here now for Merchandiſe ſake, or upon forme 0- 


ther occaſion : what ſhall they fay ro ſtop his mouth, it. there ne> 
vcr. 


Fa 
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ycr paſſed any Covenant between him and them. 
« Bat Miniſters have power over the people by the. word of God, 


« Heb, 13. 17.1 Theſ. 5. 12.1 Tim. 5. 17. awd nor by mens engaging 


© themſelves by Covenant, 

But what is it that makes men Miniſters to ſuch a people, Offi- 
cers to ſuch a Church , or maketh them ſheepe of my flocke > 
Is it nor thoſe Scriptures that makes every 'man a Paſtour , or 
T cacher, or Ruler to a people, unlefſe they call him to that Of- 
fice; and then1n ſo doing they Covenant and Engage themſelves 
tro be ſabje& to him in the Lord , and then thoſe Scriptures take 
hold on them. One might. as well ſay , it isnot the Covenan- 
ting of a wife to her husband that gives hum power over her , but 
the Word of God ; For as the Word of God commands people to 
obey their Miniſters , ſo it commands wives to be ſubjett to their 


husbands, Ephel. 5. 22. Andyetall men know, a mancannot take 7] ,, 


thiswoman for his wiſe but by Covenant. So that if ſhee once 
makes her ſelfe a wife by her owne yoluntary Covenant, then the 
watd of God takes hold on her, and bindes her to doe the duties 


of a wifc : bur if ſhee; hath made no Covenant, the man hath no * 


powcr over heras her husband, neither is-ſhee his wite ; Soif men 
once make themſelves members of ſuch aChutch, ſheepe of ſuch 
a mans flocke, by their own voluntary Covenant, then the word 
of God takes hoid of them, and bindes them to doe the duties of 


. members. their fellow-brethren, and of pepple totheir Paſtours 


Argu, 6. 


or Miniſters, Bur if they neyer choſe ſuch aman to be their Mini- 
ſter, nor Coyenanted to be ſubje& ro him in the Lord, he then 
can have no power over them as a Miniſter unto them, becauſe 
they have right to choſe their owne Minifters. 

A lixth Argument may be taken from the diſtin&ion that is 
bctween members, and not members. It there be by. the word of 


Ged adiſtin&tion, between members of the Church and ſuch as # 


are no members, then joyning jn Covenant 1s neceſſary to the 
being of a member ; bur the former is true, as appeares x Cor,5. 
12. Someare within, and may be judged by the Church, and 0- 
thers are without, and may not : and therefore the lattcr 1s true 
alſo. And the reaſon of the Conſequence is becauſe there is no- 
thing elſe without this Joyning 1n Covenant, that can ſufficiently 
dili:nguiſh chem ; Ir 1s not Faith and Grace in their hearts, for 
ſome men are members of rhe viſible Church, and yer _ no 
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Grace, and others may have Grace, and yet be no members , and Ty 
therefore this 15 not the thing that doth diſtinguiſh them, nor is it | | 
affeQion, nor cohabitation, nor every apptobation of the Word Q \ 
of God, and the wayecs of his Church,not comming into their Al- 8 | 
ſemblies to heare the Word ; Bur theſe things were touched be- | 
fore, and therefore may be here the more briefly paſſed over. 
And ſo much ſhall ſuffice ro have 1poken of the (ccond particu- 
lar, concerning the uſe of Church-Covenant, that it is by joyning % 
therein that a particular perſon becomes a member of a Church. " 
? 


Bur here it will be needtull to remove ſundry ObjeRions, which Me 
may ſ{eeme to ſome to be of great weight againſt Church- Cove- 
nant, that ſo by the removing of chem, the truth may be the more 
clearcd,to fu:ler ſatisfattion, it it be the will of God. ; 
© Church-Covenant is a T erme that ts not foundin $-ripture, . Obſ-t.1. 
Firſt, So is Sacrament, Triniie, &c. and yet thoſe termes may 4% is 
be lawfully uſed, becaule the thing meant thereby is found. id 
Secondly, Burt ſecing the Covenant is between the Lord and his F 
Church, as the two parties that are confedcrate, it is all one whe- x 
ther it be called the Lords Covenant, or the Church- Covenant : Wo | 
As when Mamre, Aver,8 Eſchol were confederate with Abraham, We | 
Gen. 14. 13. mightnot one trucly ſay, Abraham was confederate = | 
with them? Relatives doe mutually put and eſtabliſh one another. 4» 
Thirdiy, The Scripture allowes both the Lords Covenant with . 
the Church, Ez-.16.8.8 the peoples coycnant or Saints covenant, A 
or Churches Covenant with him, Dext.29.12.P/al.50.5,Fer.zo.5. 9 3% 
 Fourthly, There 1s good reaſon for both the words; both the " 
Lords Covenant, and the Church-Covenant , becauſe both arc j 
contcderate ; And for that of Church-Covenant, there is this rea- 
ſon al(0,viz. todiſtinguiſh it from other Covenants,as a matriage- 
Covenant,7ro.2.17,and a brotherly Covenant,1 Sam. 20. 8. The — 
Church-Covenant being thus called not onely becauſe they are a 
Church, or members thereof that make it, bur alſo becauſe they 
enter into it in reference to Church - Eſtate and Church - duties : 
Theduties which they bind themſelves unto in this Covenant be. 
ing ſuch eſpecially as concern a Church and the members thereof. 
© But this Church. ( ovenant puts ſome diſparagement npon the Cove. Obieft 
© nant of Grace, which every beleever is already entred into With God, a: 
© and ſceme $0 charge the ſame with inſufficiency rr every ſecond (ave- 
* nant dorh argue that the firſt was nor faulileſſe, Heb. 8, 7, "ep 
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Anſw. 


1. A ſecond Covenant doth argue that the firſt was not fault- 
lefle, where the Covenants are contrary one to another , as the 
covenant of Grace, and the covenant of works are, and (© it is 
moſt true, that the bringing inof the free Covenant of Grace did 
argue that rightcouſnes and lite could not be attained by the Law, 
or Covenant of works ; for 1t there had been a Law given which 
could have given litc, very righteouſneſſe ſhould have been by 
the Law. Gal. 3. 21. Rem. 8.3. 

2. Bur if it be the ſame Covenant that 1s renewed or made a- 
gaine, chough upon a new occaſion, no man can ſay that emring 
into the ſame the ſecond time,or a third, of a fourth, doth diſanu}l 
the firlt, or caſt diſparagement upon the ſame. The covenant of 
works given to «Adam was not blamed or faulted , becaulc it was 
renewed in Sinai, The Covenant of Grace was firſt given to 44m 
111 Paradile attcr his fall, afterward ro Abraham, thenro the people 
of 1Iſracl under rypes and ſhadows ; And againe after the coming 
of Chriſt in the fleſh ; yet none of theſe doth difanull the former, 
or argue the ſame to be taulty ; and thereaſon 1s, becauſe it is {ti} 
the ſame Covenant though renewed upon new occaſions; and m 


ſome particulars in ſome other manner. 'And the like we (ay con- 


ccrning _hurch-Covenant, or the Covenant which a man makes 
when he cnters into the Church, 7x. that 1t 1s not another Coye- 
nant contrary to the Covenant of Grace, which every belecyer is 


brought into at his firſt converſion, but an open proicſſion of a 


mans ſubjeAtion to that very Covenant. ſpecialiy in the things 
which concerne Church eſtate, into which cſtate the man is now 
cntring. . 

wy 1g not lawfull ro make ſuch a Covenant as the ( harch-Covenant, 
« ber awſt it is not 11 our power to keep it , and we ao not kaow whether 
© God will give us power, : 

T his ground is very true, that no man hath power of himſelfe 
to any thing that good 15, but all a mans power and abilitie muſt 
come of God through Chriſt, 2. Cor. 3.5. Phil. 2, 13, Job. 15.5. 
But rhe intcrence 1snot goall, thar therefore it- ſhould be unlawfull 
to ento into Church-Covenant: for 1, By the ſame reaſon,all pro- 
miſcs are uniawtull, and ali covenants whatſoever ; as the coye- 
nant of marriage, the covenant of ſervice, yea and che perſonall 
covenant ot Grace, when a particular ſoule promiſ=th tairch and 
new obcdiencc tor there is none ot theſe, no not the covenant of 
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. Marriage, which a man is able ot himſclf ro keep, as the adulrery _ 
of Davidand Bathſbebas, among others, doth plainly prove. | 
2. God hath promiſed to give power to them that in ſelf deni- 3 
all ſeek ir of kim, and truſt to his _—_ for it. Exch, 36. 29. fer, 
31. 33. Roms, 6.14. Jer.32. 40. Thetruc inference therefore from 
- this ground, from mans diſabilitie ro performe were this , that 
therefore a man ſhould not enter into Church Covenant in his 
owne {trengch, for that was Peters fault in promiſing not to den 
Chriſt, but to dic with him rather : bur Church-Covenant, as alſo 
all other promiſes, ſhould be cntred into, in an humble looking up 
to Chriſt Jeſus tor help and aſſiſtance co pertorme. Thou therefore 
wy ſonre, be ſtrong in the grace that 1 in Chriſt Jeſas,2.,Tim, 2,1. | 
** God az/alloweth covenants of mans making ( and ſo our ( harch- 0bj. 4- 
© (ovenant) in thoſe words, But not by thy Covenant, Ezek, 16. 6x. 
God doth not reproye them there for making Covenant , for «A»ſ». 
then he were contrary to him(c]te, who elſewhere called chem to 
l doit, Exod. 29. Deas. 2g. and commended them for it, P/al. 50. 5. 
| + . - Yeaand inthat very place of Ezzk. 16, acknowledgeth a Cove- 
.'- nant betwcene him and them, ver, 60,62. Bur the meaning 1s, 
he would dotlhem good, bur not for their good keeping the Co- 
venant of works, for they had very ſinfully brokenir, ver, 59. but 
even as he ſaith clſewhere, not tor their ſakes, or tor their righte- 
ouſneſſce, £24k, 36. 32, Dent. 9. 4,5,6, But what force is there in 
this arguing viz, It God will do us good, but not for our good 
keeping the covenant of wotks, thenit is not lawfull ro promiſe 
obedience to the covenant of Grace, in ſuch things as concerne 
Churcheſtate ; Allmen may calily (ce thar here 1s a plaine »o» /c- 
quitur, » 
** Thu entring into Covenant may keep out many 00d men from joyn- 061.5. 
© © ing to the (hurehes, becauſe they are not ſatisfied about it: and therefore 
« iz 5 better laid aſide, 
- Ir is not impoflible, but good men may for a time be unſatisfied An/w. 
© abant it; till they underſtand the nature and uſe of it, and yet the 
"OI thing be warrantable enough for all that in the ſight of God ; the 
| T ribes were troubled at the Altar ſet upupon the banks of Jordan 
by the two Tribes and an halte, till they under{tood the intent and 
uſe of it, and tor what purpoſe « was creed : and then they were 
Arisficd. Zofs, 22, Andthe ſame may be ſaid of Peters cating with 
the Gentiles, which at the firſt was very offenſive to them of the 
D 2 circumciſion, 
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circumcifion, till they underſtood what Peter had to ſay for his y >. 
defchce therein, and then they reſted well ſatisfied, 4. 11, | 
Butif menunderſtand what the Church-Covenant is, there is 


noreaſonthat 200d men ſtiould be troubled art it ; it being nothin 


cliſe bur apromuſc of obedience unto the Goſpel of Chrilt, or © | 

ſuch dutics as the Goſpel requireth of all Chriſtians in Church- - : 
cſtate : For, will good men retuſe to obey the Goſpel , or ſubmi 
tothe ordinances of Chriſt > or will they retuſe to profeſſe and | 
promiſe ſo much > If a manunderſtand what it is, and what we 


- meane by it, and yet refuſe to enter into it when he hath opportu- o 


nite thereto, ſuch refuſing is no part of his goodnefle, but isrobe <. |} . + 
reckoned among? his corruptions ; It 1s 1gnorance at the belt, and 
if not ſo, then it may be perverſcneſle of will, or (ome want of | 
willto performe obedience to the Goſpel. And ſurely there is ſmal > 
hope that ſuch would yecld (ubjcQion and obedience to the Go- | 
{pcl, who do refule to profeſic or promile it. | 
« But the Scripture, ACt.2. 41. tels of joyning to the (hurch with- 
© out any Covenart, For it was not peſſible that 3o0o. ſhould enter into +. | we 
'6. covenant 41 ove day. - " 
Two things may be ſaid in Anſwer to this ObjcRion. 
Firſt, that 3000. were nor ſo many,bur that joyning in. Cove- 
nant might cafily. be done by them all, in one day: For, 1. it wasat 4 | FR 
Penticoſt, at which crime of the yeer the daycs were at the longeſt: : 
And, 2. thc Scripture tels us, that David made a Covenant with 
a]l the Tribes of Iſracl in.one day, 2. Sem. 5: 1,2, 3. The Articles 
of the covenant be:weene David and the Tribes, and fo betweene 
this 3000. and the Lo1d might be openly declared, and they both 
the one and the other mightby ſome {1gne or Genet their 
conſcnt thereunto in one day. 
Sccondly , as joyning in Covenant 1s a thing that might be © 
done, ſo it1s more then probable that indeed it was done, by thoſe 


-3e00. ſ{oulcs. For it 1s ſatd,ver. 41, rhat they gledly received the Word, 


that is, they openly profeſſed that they did with all their hearts re- a-) To 


.ceive it, for this recciving of the Word 15 noted as a condition, up- > - + « 


on which they were admuted to baptiſme , and therefore it was E 
nor onely an inward receiving of it in their hearts, but alſo an open A 
profcſſing that a id receive it; for an inward receiving of 1t-in 
their hearts, without an open profeſſing thereof outwardly, would 
not hayc been (utficient tor the admitting of them unto a" 
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Now this Ward which they received was an <cxhortation to Re - 
penrance for finne, and to Fai:h in the promiſe, ver. 38.39. and 
to obedience in eyeing them(clves from others, and ſaving them- 
ſelves from that untoward generation , ver, 40. And therctore 
when they openly profeſſed, that they gladly received this word, 
there was an open profeſſing of their Repenrance tor ſinne, ver, 
40. of their Faith in the promiſe, and of obedience to the Com- 
mandement, which is nothing clſc,but the very ſumme of Church- 
Covenant : yea, and further, their yety preparation to this repen- 


tancc, faith and obedience, in-that truc compuntction and ſorrow WW 


of ſoul, was alſo openly made manifclt, ver. 37, 


'« Bat yet there would not be ſuch tong narrations, of every one ſeve- Reply, 
*« rally as now are uſed, When men do entey into Church- Covenant, when 
« each one makes a good long ſpeech, in the profeſſion of his Faith amd Re- 


C6 pentance, 


When the thing is certaine, as was ſhewed before, that they did £2». 
openly protetle repentance, faith and obedience, it is not difference 
inthe length or largeneſle of their ſpecches in expreſſing of them- 
ſelves, that can make any difference in the thing : Maj & minus 
non diverſifrant ſpecrem, And we denie not but they might be 
briefer, becauiſe there was not ſuch need they ſhould be long 1n re- 


_ gardof ſome difference berweene them and us, their time and 


ours : Firſt there were the Apoſtles preſent to heare their conteſli- 
ons, and to judge thereof, who were men of very good diſcerning, 
and therefore brieter expreſſing of mens (elves might fiithice; 
whereas the beſt Chriſtians, yea the beft Miniſters amongſt us are 
not to be cumparcd to the Apoſtles; and therefore as we need 
morc time for ſtudy, and for preparation for our Sermors then 
they did : ſolikewiſe we need moretime to heare » and try the 
ſoundneſſe of mens repentance towards God, and faith rowards 
out Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Yer this we may adde withal! , that if the 
Apoſtles and thoſe primative Chriſtians , men of ſuch excellence 


- diſcerning were ſometimes deceived, and could not alwaycs ſo 
 diſcern,bur that ſome Hypocrites would creep intothe Chureh : as 


the example of Ananiv and Saphira doth witneffe ; how much 
more necd is there,that the Churches of God in theſe dayes (being 
farinfcriour tothem) ſhould be yery watchfull and circumſpe@m 
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rrying = ſpirituall eſtates of chem thar ofter ro come into the 
, - Church?» 

| Secondly, their times alſo diffcred from ours : for gheir Chriſti- 

anitie was a matter of reproach and danger of excommunication, 

foh, 9. 22.0f impriſonment, A#, 4.3. and 5.18. and the like. 

And therefore to {ce men now to make open profeſſion of their 

faith in Chriſt Jeſus, whoſe ſervants and diſciples were ſo hated, 

and who himſelfe but a while before was crucified, this was not an 

ordinarie matter : and therefore in words,men might be the brieter 

when they-came to be received into the Church : But our times in 

”" New England do not perſecute Chriſt,and Chriſtians,and Chriſtian 

Churches, but countenance them, and prore& them ; and there- 

—ol fore there is more need now to be more ſtudious in cxamination 

of mens eſtates whenthey offer themſelves for Church members: 


when the Jews were in fayour, many of the people of the Land be-' 


came Jews, Eſth. 8. 17. 


0b. 7. * But why # there ſo little proofe of this ({hurch-(/ovenant in the New 
4 © Teſtament ? 

eAnſw. 1+ Suppoſe the New Teſtament ſaid nothing of it, yer it might 

have ground ſufficient from the Scriptures ot the old Teſtament; 

for if it was Gods revealed will in thoſe dayes, that a companic 

ſhould become a Church, and particular perſons become members 

of that Church by way of Covenant, we may be ſure it is ſo now 

likewiſe, unleſſe covenanting were peculiat to the Jewiſh Pxdigo- 

gic; indeed if it had never been uſed inthoſe times, but were ſome 

new ordinance, peculiar to the dayes of the New Teſtament, in 

ſuch caſes alſoa ground from the Scriptures of the New Teſta- 

ment were neceſlaric, as there is in all ſuch things wherein there is 

any change or variation, from what was uſed in thoſe times afore 

"> Chriſt, as that there ſhould not be Nationall Churches , but con- 

gregationall, and not one viſible Church , but many, thar there 

thould be bapriſme, and the Lords Supper : thefe are marters thar 

are not found in the old\Teltament, nor were appointed to be uſed 

b in thoſe dayecs, and therefore we muſt have warrant for them in 

'd the New, and fo we have. Bur for the Coycnant it is otherwiſe, it 

15 nonew ordinance pecuhar to the dxycs of the Goſpel , nor any 

Leviticall ordinance pecu!iar co the Jewiſh Pedigogie 3 and there- 

torethe Scriptures of the Old Teſtament that grye warrant for it, 

may be ſutficient as hath becn ſhowed atore. PEA 
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2. And yetthere is not wanting good warrant for it. that it 
ought to be uſed, in the dayes of the New Teſtament. For, 1. the 
Prophets do forertell it, //a 56. 6, 7. and 44 5. and Jer. £0.5, Ezek, 
20. 37+ and in ſundrie other places, to omit the reſt at this time, be- 
cauſe (ome of them have been ſpoken ot before ; Onely let thoſe 
words of 1/a. 44. 5. he well conſidered , and lee it they do nor 
plainly hold forth cthatin the dayes of the New Teſtament, men 
ſhould openly protetle their faith , and ſolemnly bind themſelves 
by Covenant.to bc the Lords people,onc thall tay, I am the Lords, 
and anoth:r ſhail call himſelf by the name of jacob, and another 
ſhal: ſubſcribe with his hand, and ſirname himſelf by the name of 
Iſracl, T heſe words are (o plaine for open profeſling of faith in 
the Lord, and op.n binding ot mens ſelves by Covenant unto hum, 
as we conceivenothing need be more. 

2 The Apoltics do lufficien:ly reſtific, that ſuch a thing was 
practiſed in. heir dayes, c:lc how ſhould we underitand chat tcl- 


lowſhipin the Goſpel in :ts full Jatitude and breadch , Phil, 1.5, if 


this combining into Church fellowſhip be no part thereof ; yea 
when it 1s ſaid, they continued ftedfaſtly, or as the word iq exnepre. 
exe, mmay weli be tranſlated , rhey ſtrongly did cleave together, Or 
hold together in ſuch a Fellowſhip, which was not preacking and 
hcaring the dorine ot the Apoſtles, nor Sacraments, not Praycr, 
but a thing diſtin& from all theſe. If rhis combining themſelves 
into a ſpirituail tellowſhip and ſocictie of Church: ſtate be no parr 
thereof, we know not howto underſtand ir, nor what that fellow- 
fiip ſhould mcane; It Dore, and Sacraments, and Prayer hid 
not been particu-arly mentioncd, in the ſame place, it mivht have 
been thought chat the Fellowſhip in which they (o lteadfaſtly 
clave together had been no more, bur their coming together to 
obſerve theſe ſaid oruimances, and their communion therein. But 


® when all theſe are particularly nicarioned, and i'cilowſhip menti- 


oned among them, as a thing diſtinct from the reſt , we may not 
confound ir with the reſt. We mightas well ſay, that by doctrine 
is meant S.1cramcntss and by Sacraments 15 meant Prayer; as to lay 
that by Fellowſhip is mcant not: ingeite bur the exerciſe of do- 
Arine, and Sacr.ments, aud Prayer, And if theſe as they arc di- 
ſtinaly named. be diſtinE&t ordinances, and may not be confound- 
ed, then Fellowſhip beings uamed in the fame nzanner 1mports 


ſomething diſtin from them all, and may not be A 
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with them, nor with any of them, no more then the other may 
be confounded one with another. And if {o, then as this Fellow - 
ſhip may import, the communion of thcir gift and goods one tor 
the helpe of another, ſoit mult firſt of all imply a combining of 
themſelves into Church-ſtate by mntuall agicement, conſent, or 
covenant. | : 
Furthermote, when the Apoſtle writcth, that by expericnce of 
the ( orinthiaxns [1bcrall contribution to the poore: Saints, men glo» 
rified God for their profeſled (t1bjeion to the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
2, Cor,-9.13. he plainly imploycs thereby , that the Corinthians 
had made a profeſſion or promiſe of ſuch ſubjeQion ro the G9- 
fpel as did comprehend this particular of diſtributing to the ne- 
ceſſitic of the Sr, among other things. And their liberall di- 


ſlribution which he there ſpeaks of, was looked art as one point 


of thcir reall performance of that ſubjeCtion to the Goſpel, which 
they had before profeſſed, and promiſed. Now the Church-Co- 
venant is nothing elſe, but the proteſſing or promiting of ſuch ſuv- 
jeion, and therefore this place is another proote of Chutrch- 
Covenant, Beſides, it hath been ſhewed atore in eArgument 3, 
that thoſe places which ſpeake of being added:ro the Church, of 
joyning, or aſſaying to joyne unto the Church, 4#. 2, 47. and 
5 13-andg 26. arenot expounded according to the full meaning 
of them, when they are underſtood of any o:her joyning.,it joy- 
ning in Covenant be left out. And therefore the Scriptures ot the 
New Teſtament do beare good witneſſe unto Chutch-Cove- 
nant, though, as we ſaid before, the Scriptures of the Old Teſta- 
ment might have been ſufficient if the New Teſtament had (| 
ken nothing of it. | 

** Brit Baptiſme makes men members of the viſible Charch,anl theres 
Wo fore the ( ovenant 14 needle ſe e. 

This is anſwered in the Anſwer to the fourth of the 42. Que- 
ſtions, where K 1s ſhewed at large that Bapriſmie 53 a ſeale of the 
C.7eman?t berweene God and the Church, but nethcr makes the' 
Church, nor memoers of the Church, nor alwayes ſo much as 
proves-men to be members. | 
" * Thu ( kurch- Covenant w alate deviſe, and was not hnown in anci- 
« ent time, and therefore 15 to be rejefled, Ep 

Firlt, True Artiquitie 1s that of the Scriptures. Now fith 
Church Covyenant 1s. warranted 'by' the Scripture 5 as hath been” 


SIT ſhewed 
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ſhewcd before in this diſcourſe, it cannor be charged to want true 
Antiquitic. Whenthe Papiſts are wont to charge the doQtine of 
Proteſtants with Novelty, and ſuch as was never heard of before 
Luther, the Orthodoxe arte wont to anſwer, that if the dofrine 
donot agree with the Scripture, then lct it be conderaned for No- 
veltic ;and it it do,it is warranted by the belt Anriquitie , even 
the teſtimonie of God himſelt who is the Antient of dayes : Our 
Faith, ſaith Door White, is in all points the ſame that 1s con- 
tained in the Scripture, and ſo conſcquently of the ſame Anti- 
quitie : and therefore all they that ſay 1t came up bur of late, mult 
firſt prove it contrary to the Word of God, or elſe hold their 
peace. White, Way, 44+ 1. And the ſame we ſay in this pzrticular of 
the Church-Covenant. 

Secondly, And yet they that ſcarch the Stories and Writers of 
the times and ages next after the Apoſtles, may find ſome teſit- 
monic of Church-Coyenant in thoſe dayes : For inſtance, ?»ftine 
Martyr in his Apol. 2. makes mention of three things which were 
required of all that were admitted into che Church as members, 
xarmnfuere, eve, 3 Vadgarce, that 15 regeneration, and ſoundneſſe in 
the Faith, and a promiſe to walke in obedience to the Goſpel. 
And generally this was the praCtiſe of all thoſe times, that neyer 
any,man was admitted to Baptiſme, nor his children neither , but 
they pur him to anſwer three queſtions; AFrenuntios? whereto he 
pr Bond «Abrenuntio. (reds ? whereto his anſwer was, Credo: 
and Spondes ? to which he anſ{wered,/Spordes, So that here was 
an open declaration of his Repentance trom dead works , and of 
the ſoundneſle of his Faith, in the two firſt particulars, and ar 
openbinding himſelf by covenant or promiſe to walke according 
to the Goſpel, in the third, But much needs not to be ſaid in this 
pomr, untothem that do acknowledge Scripture Antiquitie to be 
ſutticient, though after times ſhould be found to ſwerve trom the 
Rules _ — _ —— penn n ; 

* If Church-(, ovenant be ſo neceſſarie,t L the Reform arches 11: 
c< Rugs be condemned as no Churches, for they xs n. {or (0. 06j.10, 
«K VeBant. 

They that have knowne thoſe Churches , not onely by their «£»/v. 
writings, and confeſſions of their faith, in Synods and othcrwile; 

but alſoby living amongſt them, and being eye-witneſſes of their 

-Oxder, do report otherwile of them, 2iz. that they are combined 

| E togcther 


} 


peri, { of the manner, uſcd in the reformed Churches, m 


_ 


admitting the children of Church-members to the Lords Table, 
whenchey came to age and have been ſufficiently catechiſed, and 
inſtruted in 


the dorine of Relig 


ſuch children 


are admicted tothe Lordsrable,by pBlick profeſfion of Faich,and 
en:ring into Covenant. * (o{ac:um oft, faith he, ut qui per <1a- 
« rem $29ue Doftrina Catechetica profe Lum ad ſacram Conam primum 
« g4mittuntar , fides confeſſionem coram tota Eccleſia publice edgnt 
« pry parentes aut qui parentum loco ſunt, juſſ: # miniſtri, in Ecclefie con- 


*« pcthum produtti : quotque is illa confeſſions, per Dei gratiam per= 


© tare, ac, juxtaillam, vitam inſtituere,in(wper etiam dsſcipling Eccleſi- 
" aftice wultro at ſponte ſua ſubjicere feſe velint, ſpondeant atque ftipn- 
* lentur, Polit, Eccleſ,, lib. 1.cap. 14. p.158. that is, The manner is, 


« that they who by reaſon of age and 


ice in the dorine 


PT 
« of Catechiſme are firſt admitted to the Lords Supper, ſhould 
*< aro before the whole Church make confeſſion of their 
*faith, being brought forth into rhe ſight of the Church by their 
« parents, or them that arc inſtcad of parents, at the Int- 
<* ment of the Miniſter 3 and likewiſe ſhould promiſc mend 
* nant by he face of God to continue in that Faith which they 


« have cont 


, and to lead thcir lives according to it; yea, and 


** moreover to ſubje& themſelves freely and willingly to the di(- 
© cipline of theChurch. Theſe words we ſee are full and plaine, 
that children arc not in thoſe Churches received to the Loxds 
Supper, without perſonall confeflion of Faith, and entring into 
Covenant before ; And if they rooke this courſe with children 
come to age, there 1s as much reaſon, or more , that the ſame 
courſe ſhould be hoklen with men of yeers, when they are admic- 
ted members. And ſo the ſame Zepperms, ſpeaking of the conſo- 


cation of Churches amongſt themſclves by mutuall confedera- © 


tion, hath theſe words, whichas they may be applycd'to the com- 
bining of many Charches, ſo may they be combining of many 
members of the ſame Church, © Krone ile 151 &ptor, quam 11 Sym- 
* bolo profite nunc eApoſtolico, nihil aliud hic requirit, & vult, 


* obligationem omnium Eccleſia orum & confaderationem, &c. 
* that is, that communion of Saints which we profefſe in the 
& Creed, doth require and meane nothing clſc bur an ebligation 


** of all the me 


of the Church, and a binding of them to- 
gether 


. © wp 
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OP "ge by Covenant. Polir. Eccleſ. li, 3 c.8.p.921, 

o thele teltimonics of Ze-pprre, thoſe words may be added 
of Mr. P *rker our own countreyman, a man of ſingular note for 
learning and holinefſe, who alſo himſelfe lived ſometimes be- 
yond Sca 1n the retormed Chunches, and there ended his dayes, 
ſothat we may ſafely give the more credit ro his ceſtimonic » he 


having ſo good meanes fully ro know the tate and order of thoſe | | 
' — Chuiches. Now he ſpeaketh of a ** Solcennue forma abſque qui is "i 
« Eccleſia alicujmus communionem nullus rite recipitur : of a ſolernne © 


*« forme, without which no man 1s rightly received into the com- + | 
« munion of che Church, hath theſe words. Hic mos ille eft refor- 
w*:8 © matarnm Eccleſiarnm non ſolum in lapſis reſtituendis, ſed in extrantis, 
«© imo quibuſcungque recipiendis quis ad habitanduns alicubi confident, 
« etfs forte in Eccleſig illina loci quo ante commorabantur, \uxta hanc 
« formans admiffi pris fucrant. Examinat Precbyterium, plebs conſen- 

«* tit, qui/que teftes vite ſue ſecum adfert, vel teſtimonia ſaltem :[pub- 

* licatur nomen cnjuſque competentis pro concione, admonetur quiſque 
* quid habeat quod excipiat, ut denunciet precbyteris, $6 nihil contra 
>" OCadferatnr, admittiinr quideny ; ſed non nei ſeleyni patlione cums Deo 
« 6 cums Eccleſia, Spondet vero Eccleſie, ſe ambulaturum prout ſax- 
&« [Fans lam communionem decet ; Diſcipline illins Eccleſia ſubjacere 
« velle, ſe fratribus illins communionis invigilaturum juxea Chrifti pre- 
” * ceptuns, CMatth 18, 17. ut preveniantur ſanenturque ſeandala, & 
. '\ 5/ts ad ſtudinmy bono-urs opernms provehantwr, That is, This is the 
Wd <* manner of the reformed Churches, not onely in reſtoring ſuch 
| *« 25 have fallen, but in admitting of ſtrangers, yea of all whvever 
* they be, who do fir down in any place for habitation, though 
* perhaps have been formerly admireed after the ſame man- 
*ner inthe Church where thcy have tormeily dwelt ; T he Preſ- 
& © bytery doth-examune, the people do conſent, every man brings 
« with him witnefles of his life, or at leaſt-wiſe reſthmonies : The 
* nameofcach one thar defircs tobe a member, is publiſhed in the 
*« Afſembly, every one is admoniſhed if he have any exceprion 
- * againſt the party,to bring it ro the Presbyrery. It nothing be 
®  @<hrought agaiiſt him, then indeed he is admitecd 3 but yet no 
© otherwiſe then by a folemne covenant with +God and. the 
*.Church; And tothe Church he promiſerh that he will walk as 
; &« becomerh thar holy Fellowſhip, that he will be ſubjeQ to the 

| « diſcip.nc:ofthar Church, that he wili w_ oyerthe bore 
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* of that Communion ; according to the Command of Chrift, 
« Mat, 18. 17. that offences may be prevented and healed, 8& * 
« Polit, Ecctef, lib. 3. cap. 16.S 4. Pag- 171, 372, Much more he | 
hath cothe Game purpoſe in that place, alledging ſundry Canons 
and Decrees of Synods of reformed Churches, wherein they have 
determined that none ſhould be received into their Churches, but 
by thus way of ſolemne Covenant. And others chathave lived a- 
mong them may have becn eyc-witneſles that this is their uſuall 
aQfe. 
0bj. 11. a But what ſhall be ſaid of the Congregations in England, if (Turches 
© wnit be combined by Covenant ? Doth not thu dottrine blot out all 
&« choſe ( ongregations out of the (atalogue of (hnrches ? For what ever Fo 
« Covenant may be found in the reformed (hurches in other parts, yer it 
*« 1; plaine that the Engliſh have nove, | 
eAnſw. hough we deny nor but the Covenant in many of thoſe Con- 
'- gregationsis more 1mpiicite and not fo plaine as were to be deſi- 
red ; ( and what is amiſſe in them,in their materiaiis,or in want of | 
explicite combining of pure matter, orinany ot their wayes. wee _ _* 
will not take upon us to defend ) yer we hope we may ſay of them * : 
« with Maſtcr Park:r, Polit. Eccleſ, lib. 3, cap.16.F x. pag. 167. | 
« Non ab:ſt earealis & T8040 ( quanquam mag quam par erat | 
© ;mplicita) coitio in fadus, caque voluntaria profeſſio fides ſubſtantia- 
& [i : qua ( Deogratia) eſſemtiam Eccleſie idque viſfibilis hacuſque 3" 
i (artam tettam in Anglia conſervavit ; That is,there wants not that . 
"© reall and (ubſtantiall comming together, ( or agrecing in Coyc- 
« nant, though more implicate then were meete ) that ſub» 
« ſtantiall proftcffion ot Faich, which, ( thanks be to God ) hath | 
as preſerved the cflence of vifible Churches in Engiand unto this 
Fg cc y. _ 7 
T he reaſons why wee are loath to ſay, that the Co ti 
in Englandare utterly without a Covenant, ate theſe : Hop OUſrEg | 
Fuſt , Becauſe there were many Chriſtian Churches in Eng- 
Land in (he Apoſtles time, or within a while after, as Mulicr Fox __|_, 
ſhewceihat large, «AF. & Mor. 1b, 2. beginning pag 139 where : | 


*\ 


o 


hc reporteth our of Gi/das,that England recerved the Gotpel mihe 
time of Tiberixs the Emperour, under whom Chrilt ſuftcred, and 
thar7of- h of Arimarhea was feat of P hil:p che Apoſtic. tr« m Fraxce 
to Eg and about the yeare of Chriſt. 63. and remuined m England 


all kustirac, and ſo he with bus tetlowes layd ms 
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of Chriſtian Faith among the Britaine people, and other Prea- 
chers and Teachers comming afterward, confirmed the ſame and 


increaſed it. Alſo the ſaid Maſter Fox reporteth ont of Tc: ullian, 
that the Goſpel was diſpearſed abroad by the ſound of the Apo- 


ftles into many Nations, and amongſt the reſt into Britaine, yea 
co the wildeſt places of Britaine, which the Reman: could never 
attatne unto : and alledgeth alſo our of Nic-phorns, that Sinn 
Zelores did ſpread the Goſpel ro the Weſt Ocean, and brought the 
ſame into the Iles of Briraine : and — other proofes he there 
hath for the ſame point. Now if the Goſpel and Chriſtian Reli- 
gion were brought into Eng/ara mm the Apoſtles times, and by 
their means it is like that the E nglifþ Churches were then conſtt- 
ruted by way of Covenant, becauſe that was the manner of con- 
fticuting Churches in the Apoſtles time, as alſo in the times afore 
Chriſt, as hath been ſhewed from the Scripture before in this di 
courſe... And if Chriſtian Congregations in England were in thoſe 
times combined by Covenant, then eternitie of Gods Coycnant 
is ſuch, that it is not the interpoſition of many corruptions that 
may arfſe 1n after times that can difanull the ſame, except when 
men wiltully breake Covenant and reje the offers of the Goſpel 
through obſtinacy, which we perſwade our ſelves they are not 
come unto : and conſequently the Covenant remaines which hath 
preſerved the eſſence ot Churches to this day ; though the mix- 
cure of manifold corruptions, have made the Covenant more 1un- 
plicite then were meete. 

Secondly , Becauſe there want no good Records ( as may be 
ſcene in Seldens Hiſtory of Tirhes) ro prove that in former times in 
England it was free for men to pay their Tithes and Oblations 
where themſelyes pleaſed : Now this paying of Tithes was ac» 
counted as a dutie of people to their Miniſter, or ſhcepe to their 
Paſtour : and Se Grin this was by their owne voluntary 
agreement and conſent, their joyning rothe Church as members 
thereot, & ro the Miniitery thereof as ſheepe of ſuch a mans flock, 
was alſo by their owne voluntary agreement and conſent : and. 
this doth imply a Covenant. It was nor the prec:nas of Pariſhes 
that did linut men in thoſe dayes, bur their owne chocce. — 

Thirdly, Thoſe Qu-ſtions and Aiifwers miniſteed at Baptiſme,. 
ſpoken of betore, ( viz. Do ſt rhoy renounce ? 1 doe FEnOWnce : doeft 
thou beleeve ? 1 doe beleeve : doeſt rhow promiſe * I doe promiſe ) asthey 
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were uſtd in other places, ſo wete they allo in Eng/nnd, and arc 
unto this day, though not without the mixture of ſundry corrup» 
tions. Now this doth imply a Covenant. And when the children 
cane to age, they were notto be admitted ro the Lords or x >" 
before they had made perſonall Confeſſion of their owne Faith, 
and ratified the Covenant which was made ar their Bapuſme by 
their Parents, which courſe indeed afterward 'did grow into a 
EE Confirmation, but that was an abuſe ot a good Ot- 

If here it be ſaid, thar the Members of the Pariſhionall Afſem- 
blies are not brought in by their owne voluntary profeſſion, bur by 
the Authority and Proclamation of the Prince,and therefore they 
haye no ſuch Covenant. 

The Anſwer is, that the Chriſtian Prince doth but his dutie 
when he doth not collerate within hs Dominions any open Idola- 
ery, orthe open worſhip of talfſe Gods by baprized perſons, but 
ſouppreficth the ſane : and hkewiſe when he gives free hibercie ro 
the exerciſe of all the Ordinances of true Religion, according to 
the minde of Chriſt, with countenance alſo and encoufagement 
unto all thoſe whoſe hearts are willingly bent chereunto, Ezr. 1. 
1.3. & 7. 13. And therefore this praCtiſe'of his cannot overthrow 
the freeneſſe of mens joyning in Church-Communion, becauſe 
one durite cannot oppoſe nor contradi& another. And ſuppoſe 
that this courſe of the 7. ſeeme to be a forcing of 
ſome to come 1n for members who were unfir, ( inwhich cafe-it 
were not jultihable ) yet this doth not hinder the voluntary ſub- 
jeQion ot orhers, who with all their hearts deſired it. When the 
Iſraclites 'dEparted out of e/£gypr, there went a mixed multitude 
with them, many going with them that were not /frachites in- 
deed, Exvd, 12, Andinthe dayes of CMoracoay and Heſther, many 
of rhe og of the lands became 7-wes, when the Fewer were in 
- favour andreſpe&,£/.8, 19. and ſo joynedro them not of their 
owne voluntary minde, nor of any ſincere heatt towards God, 
biic meerely for tne favour or feare of men ; yer this torced or 
feined j)yning of forme conld not hinder thoſe thar were //raclites 
indeed from being //raclirzs, nor make the Zewes to be no Fewes, 
'ho'Chinch-mcmbers. 

Andthe ſame may be ſaid inthis caſe, Suppoſe the Magiſtrates 
Proclamation ſhould be a cauſc, or an occaſion ratherzot bringing 
| ome 
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ſome intothe Church , who came nor of their owne volunr 
minde, but for feare, or {or obteining fayour, yet this cannot hn- 
der but others might voluntarily and freely Covenant to be (ub- 
jeQt ro the Goſpel of Chriſt : Such ſubjeQion and the promiſe of 
which theraſelves did heartily defire,though the 


. it being the thi 
Magiſttate hould have ſaid nothing in it. 


If any ſhall mage inferre , that if the Pariſhionall Afſem - 
blies be Churches , then the members of them may be admitted 
co Church: priviledges in New £ngland, before they joyne toour 
Churches : Such one may finde his Anſwer inthe Anſwer to the 
renth of the thirry-rwo Queſtions; Whereunto we doe reterre the 
Reader for this point. Onely adding this, that this were contrary 
tothe judgement and practiſe of the Reformed Churches , who 
doe not admit a man for member without perſonall profeſſion of 
his Faith, and joyning in Coyenant, though he had formerly becn 
2a member of a Church in another place, as was ſhewed before out 


of Maſtcr Parker. 
Laſtly, It any ſay, that if theſe reaſons prove the Engiih Con- 


-" gregations to have ſuch a Covenant as proves them to be Chur- 


ches, then why may nor Rome, and the Aſſembliesof Papiſts goc 
for true Churches alſo > For ſome wan may thinke that the ſame 
things may be ſaid for them that here in Anſwer to this cleyenth 
Objxion are ſaid forthe Pariſhes in Eng/and : Such one muſt re- 
member two things : firſt, that we doe not ſay ſimply, a Cove- 
nant makes a company a true Church, but ( as was ſaid before ) 
a Covenant to walke in ſuch wayes of worſhip to God and edifi- 
cation of one another, as the Goſpel of Chriſt requireth. For who 
doubts, but there may be an agreement among theeves, Pro. 1. 
A confedcration among Gods enemies, Pſal. 83. A conſpiracy 


vamong the Arabians, the Ammonites and Aſhddedites, to hinder the 


building of Hier»/alem, Neh. 4.7,8. And yet none of thele are 
made true Churches by ſuch kind of confederacics or agreements. 
And ſo wee may ſay of the Aſſemblies of Papiſts, eſp:ciaily fince 
the Counſell of Trex. It there be any agreement or confederacy 
among them, it is not to walke inthe wayes of the Goſpell, but 1n 
wayes con'raty to the fumdamentall truths of the Goſpel , as Ido- 
lacty in worſhip, Hercſic in dofrine,and other Antichriſtian pols 
Jutions and corruptions : and therefore it they combined in theſe 
things, ſuch combinations will never proyc them truc Cone 


- 
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hurch is the Pillar and ground of truth, 1 Tim. 3. 15. Bat 
heel zon of Papiſts is ſo tarre from truth, that whoſoever li. 
veth and beleeveth according to it » without repentance, cannor 
be faved. Wineſic their dofrine in the point of vilifying the 
Scriptures and in point of free- will, an. of Juſtification by works, 
of the Popes Suptemacy,of the Sacrifice of the Maſle, of worſhip- 
ping of Images, 8:c. In regard of which, and ſuch like, the Holy 
Ghoſt ſaith, that their Religion is a Seas become as the bleud of a 
dead man, and every ſoule in that Sea ajcth, Rev. 16. 3. And there- 
fore agreement in ſuch a Religion will never prove them to be 
truc Churches; nor avy Aſſembles of Arrians, Antirrinicaries, 
Anabaptiſts, or Fameliſts, ſuppofing themalſo to be combined by 
Covenant among themſelves. | ; 

But new for the Aſſemblies in Eng/axa, the caſe is farreother- 
wiſe; for the Dorine of the Articles of Religion which th 
profeſſe, and which they promiſe to hold and obſerve( thoug 
ſome things are amiſſe in ſome of thoſe Articles, and though ma- 
ny perſons live contrary in their lives) yet the dodtrine is ſuch that 
whoſocyet belecycth, and liveth according to ir, ſhall undoubred- 
ly be ſaved, and many thouſands have been ſaved therein; and 
therefore Aſſerablies united by Covenant to obſerve this dotrine 
may be true Churches, when the Afſemblies of Papiſts and others 
may be falſe, although they alſo were combined by Covenant : 

the reaſon of the difference riſing from the difference that is in the 
dottrine and Religion which they ſcveraliy proteſſe, and by Coe 
venant binde themſelves to obſerve, the one being fundamenta]] 
corrupt, and conſcquently pernicious : The other in the funda- 
mentall points Orthodoxall and found. 

Secondly, Ic mult he remembred alſo! which was intimated be- 
fore ) that if fundamentall cortuptions be profciſcd in with impe-e 
nitency and obſtinacy» then God may diſanull the Covenant on 
his part , and give a Bill of divorce to ſuch a people, 7ere. 3. g. 
Now expcricnce and the Sctipture alſo doth wimeſle of the Jeſui- 
red and Trenr-Papiſts , tharthey repented not of the workes of 
their hands, of worſhipping Deyills, and [dolls of Gold, &c. net- 
ther repented they of their murthers, nor of their ſorceries, nor of 
their foinications, nor of their thetts, Kev. g. 20, 21. 

* Butnow forthe Pariſh Aﬀemblies in Eng/ana, we hope that we 
may ſafely ſay, they doc not finneof obſtinacy , bur of ignorance, 
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having not been convinced ( and many of them neyer having had 
means to be convinced) of the corruptions that are amongſt them, 
in reſpe& of their conſtnution, and worſhip, and Miniſtety, and 
ſo the Covenant remaining among them, may prove them to be 
ot Churches, when it cannot ſtand the Papiſts in like ſtead, they be- 
fa ing impenirent and obſtinate : Which we doe not ſpeake to ju- 
*,% {tfiethePariſhesalrogether, as itthere were nor dangerous cor- 
ruptions found in them, nay rather ( the Lord be niercifull ro the 
ſinnes of his people) wee may lament it with teares, that in reſpect 
of their members and Miniſtery, in reſpe& of their worſhip and 
walkings, in many of thoſe Aflemblies there are found ſuch appa- 
rent corruptions, as are juſtly grieyous to a godly ſoule, that is 
enlighrened ro diſcerne them, and greatly diſpleaſing to the Lotd, 
and indeed had need to be repented of berime, leaſt otherwiſe the 
Lord remove the Candleſticke and unchurch them , Rev, 2. 5. 
In a word, the corruptions remaining are juſt cauſes of repen- 
tance and humiliation : bur yct in as much as the Articles ot Re- 
ligion, which they protelle , containe ſuch wholcſome dottrine, 
that whoſoever beleeveth and walketh according thercunto, in 
ſinceritic, ſhall undoubredly be ſaved, and in as much as the cor- 
ruptions are not perſiſted in with obſtinacy , therefore wee deny 
not but they have the truth of Churches remaining. 
«But this opinion of Church. Covenant , ts holden by none but the Objx12. 
© Browniſts, or thoſe of the Separation, ana therefore it is not to be re- 
© coped. | 
This ground cannot be made good, that none but they of the -£1/». 
Separation are for Church Covenant,for all the Reformed Chur- 
ches generally, as was ſhewed before in Anſwer to Obje&ion the 
tenth, are for it intheir judgement & practiſe;and ſhall all they be 
condemned for *Brownilts, or maintaining unlawtull Separation *y pro 
* from the Church 2 Alſo Maſtcr Parker and Door Ames, men of niſts and 
our owne Nation, famous for holineſſe and learning, and modera- Separatifls 
tion, both of them plead for Church-Covyenant, and yer neither of Y9v re to 
them were Brownilts, but bare witneſle againſt that riged Separa- » ry 
tion. For DoCtor Ames.his judgement of Church-Covenant may the r;oc.! 
© be ſecne 1n his Medalla, Theol, lib.1. cap.32, S 14,15, 17. Fideles Separni- 
& on conſtitunt Eccleſram particularem » GHAmVvn ſimul forſan plures 0. 
/ « ;z eodem loco conveniaut aut vivant; Mr ſpecialt vinculo interſeſe con. 
Y. F © JUTHHERY 5-07 C, That is , beleeyers doe not make a particular 
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« Church, though perhaps there be many of chem that meete to- 
* oether, and live in the ene lace, unlefle they be joyned roge- 
< ther by ſome ſpeciall bond amongſt themſclyes : for ſo one 
« Church would many times be diſſolved into many, and many 
« Churches confounded into one. Now this bond 1s a Covenant, 
« either expreſſed or implicite, whereby beleevers do binde them- 
« ſeyes particularly to performe all ſuch dmtics,both towards God 
« and mutually to One another, as pertaine to the nature of a 
«« Church, and their cdification. And thereupon no man 1s rightly 
&« 2dmitted into the Church, but by confeſſion of his Faith, and 
« ſtipulation, or promile of obedience. | 

I heſe words doe plainely and fully ſhew his judgement of 
Church - Covenant, to be the very ſame thar is held and practiſed 
in New - Erglandatthis day. And that he was not for that ſeye- 
ritic and regiditic of ſeparation, may be cleared from ſundry of 
his workes, wherein he plainly and fully bearcs witneſle againſt 
the ſame, and namely,in his Fre/h ſwite againſt Ceremonies pag,207, 
and in his ſecond anudstion, wherein he purpoſely and at large 
deales in this Argument of Separation, Sure it is Maſter (anne in 
his Booke, whetcin he gocs about to prove the neceſlitic of ſepara- 
tion fromthe Non-Conformilts principles, doth ptofeſſedly and 
exprefiely oppoſe himſelfe againft Doctor Ames in the point of 
Separation, which ſkewes how farre the good DoQtor was trom 
favouring that way, when they moſt zealoully therein doe count 
him to be a ſpec1all oppoſite of theirs, as indeed he was. And for 
Maſter Parker, his udgement of Church- Covenant was heard be- 
fore in part ; where he ſo much approyerh the praQtiſe of the Re- 


formed Churches in this point. And much more may be ſcene of - 


his judgement herein, inthe fixtcent!1 Chap. of the third baoke of 
his Pclit, Eccleſiaſtica, Ard yet in the ſame place, and likewiſe 


©» 


lib 1.cap.13,14. of the ſame Treatiſe he plentitully and poly ji 


ewes his diſlike of the wayes of Separation, as 1s alſo acknow- 
Iedged in an Admonition to the Reader, ptctixed before that 
Booke, by 1. &, ſue, ſuorymque nomine, Yo that this Aſſertion ap- 
pcares to be untrue, wherein it is ſaid, that none bur Browniſts and 
Separatiſts doe approve of Church- Covenant, 

As for the Interence from this ground, that therefore Church- 
Covenant ſhould not be received, becaulc it is pleaded for and pra- 
Ctiicd by the Separatiſts. We Anſwer, that this will not follow. 
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uoleſſe it could be proved, that the Separatiſts hold no truth ; or if 
they hold a trath wee muſt not hold it, that ſo it naay appeare 
wee difter from them ; Enher of which, 1t were unreaſonable to 
atfirme. If the Papiſts hold ſundry Articles of Faith, as that there 
is a unitie of the Divine Eflence, and Trinitic of Perſons, that Je- 
ſus Chriſt is God and man, and that trac Meſſiah that was promi- 
ſed, and the onely Saviour of the world, and many ſuch like, muſt 
wee deny theſe things becauſe they arc holden by the Papiſts > 
This were as unreaſonable as to condemne the dofrine of the 
ReſurreCtion, becauſe it was maintained by the Phariſces, A#.23. 
8. And ſo we ſay of Church-Covenant , holden and praftiſed by 
them of the Separation; as aiſo many other truths ate maintained 
by them : Noreaſon that truth ſhould be refuſed, becauſe the Se- 
paratilts maintaine ir. When Do&or Barcrofe in a Sermon at 
Paxli-Crofle, had avouched that the Superioritie of Biſhops a- 
bove other Miniſters, is by Gods owne Ordinance, and to make 
the contrary opinion odious, affirmed that Acris perfifting in it, 
was condemned for an Heretique by the generall conſent of the 
whole Church, and that Martin and his Companions, doe main- 
tainc the ſame opinion of Aerivs ; What faith lcarned Door Ker. 
»olds hereunto, 1n a Letter to Sir Francis Knolls, who required him 
* co ſhew his judgement herem : Touching Harris, faith he, it 
** any man behave himſeltc otherwiſe then in diſcretion and cha- 
* ritie he ought, let the blame be laid where the tault is, and de- 
* fend him not ; bur it by the way he utter a truth , mingled with 
*© whatſocycrelſc , it is not reaſon that that which is of Go »D 
** ſhould be condemncd for that which is of man : no more then 
&* the dottrine of the ReſurreQion ſhould be reproved, becaulc 
< it was maintained and held by the Phariſces : Wherefore remo- 
<« ying the odious name of Aartin from that which is ſinceritic 
« and1ove, is tO be dealt with, &c. 

And the very ſame doe wee ſay to them that would make 
Church - Covenant to be odious, becauſe it is held by thoſe of the 
Seperation, who are commonly called Browniſts : If men behave 
themſelves otherwiſe then they ought,we detend them not there- 
1, but it they hold any truch myngled with whatſoever elſe , wee 
would not have that which 1s of God- to be condemned, for that 
which is of man : truth ſhould not be retuſed , becaule of other 
corruptions that may be tound in _ that hold it, <If 
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Reply. 
Anſw, 


Anſw, 


Obje.13. 


« If you with them hold ('burch-Covenant, you iuſtific them in all 
©«© their Wayes of ſeperation and erronious opinjong. | 

Not fo, for many of them hold that there are no viſible Chri- 
ſtians that ſtand members of the Pariſhes in England , and thar ir 
is not lawfull ro hold any private Religious communion with 
ſuch perſovs ; and that the pariſhionall Aſſemblies are none-of 
them true Churches, and that it is not lawfull to hear any of thoſe 
Miniſters to preach the Word,none of which are juſtified ar all 
by holding Church-Covenant , though they do hold the ſame; 
T here is no ſuch neceſlaric and inſeparable connexion betweene 
theſe opinions, and that of Church-Coycnant; that he that holds 
this, muſt needs hold the other a{o. 

« But the time hath been, when your ſelves did not hold Church-( 6. 
& yenant, 4s now you do ; when you were in England Jou were not of this 
« 21ind, and therefore no marvell if your change ſince your coming to New 

*« England be ſuſpetted, and offenſive, If you change your judgement 

cc - prattiſe in this manner, Goa kynoWs whether you may come at laſt, 
* and therefore men may well be afraid of holding with you in this point, 
*« which your ſelves aid not held when you lyved in your native (| onntrey, 

Some of us when we were in England, through the mercie of 
God , did ſee the neccflitic of Church-Covenant ; and did alſo 
preach it to the people amongſt whom we miniſtred, though nei- 

ther ſo ſoone nor (o fully as were meete, for which we have cauſe 
to be humbled, and to judge onr (clves before the-Lord. 

Bur ſuppoſe we had never knowne nor-praQiſed the ſame be- 
fore our coming into this countrey, yet if ut be a truth of God, 
there is norealon why we ſhould ſhut our eyes againſt the light, 
when God holds it forth unto us, nor that others ſhould be offend- 
cd at us for receiving the ſame. For by the ſame reaſon men 


: might ſtill continue 1n their ſinnes, and not make any progreſſc 
" In 


owledge and holinefle, that ſo they may not ſeeme uncon- 
ſtant, which were contrary tothe Scripture, wherein we are com- 
manded nor to faſhion our ſelves according tothe former luſts of 
our ignorance. 1, Pet, x. 14. But to be changed, Roms. 12. 2, and 
renued, Ephe/. 4. 23. and put off the old man, and put onthenew, 
Epbeſ 4. yeato grow in grace and holineſſe, 2. Per. 3. 18. and be 
ſtronger and ſtronger, Job 17. 9. that our good workes may be 
more at the lak, thenat the firſt, Revel. 2. 19. Sure it is, the Apo- 
ltle tells the Corinthians and Epheſans , that the time had been 


when 
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when they were not the ſame men that now they are when he 
wrote unto them 3 and yet he doth not blame them for leaving 
their former opinions or praftiſe, but commends them for it, 1. 
Cor. 6,11, Epyeſ. 2.3, &c. And it is ſaid of «Fpollos ancloquent 
man, aud mighty inthe Scripture, that when he came to Epheſs 
the way of God was expounded unto him more perte&tly by 
Aquila and Priſcilla, whereas before he was inſtruted in the way 
of the Lord, knowing onely the Baptiſme of John : yer this was 
no diſpraiſe at all co him, that now upon better information he 
would change his judgement to the better, nor unto them thar 
were the means thereof : Att, 18, 25, 26, Nallus pudor eſt ad ma- 
ligra tranſrre, 

The time hath been, (and we may be humbled for it) when we 
lived without God in the world, and ſome of us in many ſinfull 
courſes : and ſhall any be offended, becauſe we are not ſtil] the 
ſame > and when God called us from the wayes of ſin and death, 
tothe Fellowſhip of his grace in Chriſt;yet ſome of us lived a long 
time in conformity to the ceremonies impoſed in our native 
Countrey, and ſawnot the evill of them. Burt when God did open 
our cyes and let us (ee the unlawtulneſſe thereof, we cannot ſee 
but it would have becn a with-holding the truth in unrighteoul- 
neſſe, and a great unthankfulneſſe ro God for light reycaled tous, 
if we ſhould ſtill have continued in that courſe through an inor- 
dinate deſire of ſeeming conſtant : and therefore it is not any juſt 
cauſe of offence that we have changed our judgement and pra- 
Aiſle in thoſe things, when we once nas the Word of God 
to diſallow thera, | 

Indeed it hath been ſometime objefed againſt Mr. (arrwright, 
and others, that deſired the reformation'of the Churches in 
England, in regard of Diſcipline and Church-Order , that they 
which ſtood ſo much for Reformation in Diſcipline, didin atter 
times adde and alter ſome things, beyond what they ſaw at firſt, 
and what themſelves had formerly deſired ; and that therefore be- 
ing ſo mutable, and inconſtant intheir apprehenſions, they were 
not tobe regarded, nor hearkened unto : to which Objection Mr. 
Parker makes full Anſwer #» Eccleſ. {ib. 2. ca. 36. p. 307. where he 
ſheweth from the Scripture, and the teſtimonic of Biſhop Fewe!, 
«© Door Keinolds, and others, that in the Reformation of Reli- 
© ojon God brings not his ſervants into perfection in — 

e 


« and zcalc at the firſt, but by degrees, (o as they grow and m 
Ef < progreile 
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'- *%progtefſc in theſe things m ſuch wiſe; that their good works are 

; \.>.* moreart the laſt then at the firſt, as was ſaid of the Church of 

© Thyatira, even as the man that had been blind , when Chriſt re- 

<« ſtofed him to his fight, could at the firſt bur ſee men like rrees 

< walking, and atterward ſaw every man clecrly ; and therefore ir 

* is niogood a ro ſay theſe men have altered and correfted 

F « ſuch things from what their apprehenſions were at firſt, and 
| « therefore they are not to be regarded, 

Now if this be no good argang againſt Mr. Cartwright , and 
thoſe that in Eng/and have been ſtudious of Reformation (as in- 
deedic isnot) then itis no good Argument againl us 1n this mat- 
ter of Church-Coyenant, to ſay we now hold and praCtiſe other- 
wiſe then we have done in former time. 

&« If any fpall here reply, that change from conformity to the ceremo-. 
© ies to Worſnip God more purely tu warranted by the Word, and there- 
* fore not blame-worthy, and that the ſame may be ſaidof the caſe of 
« eMpolles, of the (orinthians, and Epheſians forementioned,and of Cart- 
<« wright, azd the reſt in hu times, | | 

We anſwer, that this is true, and thereby it appears,thar it is not 
ſimply the changing a rans opinion or praQiſe that can be count- 
ed blame-worrhy,or offenſive, bur changing without warrant of 
the Word; and therefore in point of Church-Covenant, the flue 
muſt notbe whether we or others have formerly known and pra- 
Riſed ir, but whether ir have ground from Gods Word ; For if it 
have (as we hope have been proved before in this diſcourſe ) then 
the obſerving of it, can be na cauſe of juſt oftence urto others,not 
imputationot inconſtancy to our ſclves, though in e:me paſt we 
had = had ſo much light as to diſcexne the neceſſitie and uſe 
thereot. 

The gvod Lord pardon every one that prepareth his h © 
ſeek God, though he be nor cleanſed according to the prrificarion 
D of the Santuary : and grant unto all his Churches and ſervants, 
| that their love may abound yet nore and more in knowledge,and 

io ajl judgement , that they may diſcerne the things thar differ; 
and approve the things that are excellent, and by his Spirit of 
rruth be led forward into all truth, till Antichriſt be utrerly con- 
famed with the breath of his mouth, and che brightneſſe of his 
coming, and the hoiy City new Jeruſalem come down from God 
| _ putot heaven, as a Bride adorned for her husband the Lambe, the 
Lord Jcſus. ro whom be all glory of afftiance and fervice for cycr. 
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